
11/2/20, 1:07 PMPreview - UMGAC Sept-Oct 2020 Newsletter

Page 1 of 6https://email.everyaction.com/EmailMessage/PreviewMessage/16844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc

 

 

                                                                                 
 September/October 2020 Newsletter

                                                      Volume 6, Issue 4

Word from Bishop Trimble, UMGAC Chair            

The world seems topsy, turvy with the HIV and COVID-19 viruses ravaging humanity, a
contentious election season in the United States and in other nations, children
suffering from poverty, racial disparities and far too many of God's people struggling. 
When, oh when, will it stop?  We are tired. We are emotionally bereft.  More than ever,
we need to be reminded of the sustaining love of God who walks with us in the valleys
and peaks of life. 

Let me share some words of inspiration from Howard Thurman that might speak to

https://www.umcjustice.org/
https://umgaf2014.wordpress.com/
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your soul: "During these turbulent times we must remind ourselves repeatedly that life
goes on....The wisdom of life transcends our wisdoms; the purpose of life outlasts our
purposes; the process of life cushions our processes...Birds still sing; the stars continue
to cast their gentle gleam over the desolation of the battlefields, and the heart is still
inspired by the kind word and the gracious deed."  God be with you all on this journey
called life.  Hang onto hope.  Be encouraged!

UMGAC Sponsors Inaugural Webinar on "Confronting COVID-19 and HIV &
AIDS"

A four-person global panel focusing on the intersections between COVID-19 and HIV
and AIDS gathered October 1st on an international Zoom call moderated by Rev. Dr.
Don Messer, UMGAC member.  This served as the first in a series of webinars planned
for 2020 and 2021 to educate, support and advocate for those affected by HIV or AIDS. 
Panelists included Bishop Catherine Mutua from Kenya, Rev. Dr. Neki A. Soriano from
the Philippines, Jerry Mallicoat from Dayton OH and Kathleen Griffith from the UMC
Board of Global Ministries, Atlanta.  Each shared information from their respective
areas of expertise and geographic location.  Below is a snapshot of their messages.

"1.5 million Kenyans are living with HIV or AIDS.  When COVID-19 broke into the
country, it made it extremely difficult for those depending on anti-retroviral

drugs....Protocols from the World Health Organization and the Ministry of Health
restricted movement of people and, as a result, people could not access their medicine. 

People died." - Bishop Catherine Mutua

"One of the challenges during COVID-19 to people living with HIV or AIDS is the
inability to engage and interact in a virtual world to obtain telemedicine...which results

in greater lonliness and isolation." - Jerry Mallicoat

"We were no longer able to conduct our HIV awareness; however we had an
opportunity to expand our role of HIV advocates to provide COVID-19

awareness...through a social media campaign...but we were not able to sustain our
screening tests due to restrictions on holding gatherings."  - Rev. Dr. Neki Soriana, a

COVID-19 survivor

"Who is most infected by COVID-19 at this time? In one way, I hope it might be the
church, not because I want everyone to be ill, but because it's an opportunity for

worship and witness. May the Lord equip us and fill us with the Holy Spirit to be the
hands and feet of Christ." - Kathleen Griffith

To access the webinar video, click here.  To find information about upcoming UMGAC
webinars, click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRcfHfJuxVM&emci=17844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://umgaf2014.wordpress.com/?emci=17844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
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Rev. Dr. Don Messer           Bishop Catherine Mutua        Jerry Mallicoat     

   

 Rev. Dr. Neki Soriano                        Kathleen Griffith

UMGAC Writer's Corner (One of the "killers" in the HIV/AIDS pandemic is stigma.  We

invited Jacob to share his story hoping it compels us to examine how we and/or the church may be

causing harm to those living with the disease through our words or actions.  A wake-up call is in order!  We're

grateful for Jacob's contribution.) 

“I’m so sorry”…by Jacob Vaughn

“I’m so sorry…” she said. “What will you do now?” These words followed a trip to my
doctor, following several weeks of severe illness. I felt like I knew what was wrong, but
didn’t want to know. What would I do? Who would reject me? What about God?

The chain of events following my HIV diagnosis in the winter of 2005 shaped me in
ways I never imagined. Suddenly, I was forced to disclose to my Southern Baptist
family not only my new diagnosis, but also that I was a gay man. I felt all their hopes
and dreams for their son were lost.
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Amid this emotionally charged season with my family, I was asked to leave my church
– the place I hoped would bring shelter and healing. I decided to attend a local mega
church where I could disappear, and no one would have to get to know me. I was
broken.

I joined a local HIV support group, and soon began to build friendships with other
participants. How healing it was to meet other people who shared my story. No
judgment, no name calling, no hate. A fellow group participant invited me to attend a
Strength for the Journey retreat. When he explained that it was a ministry of The
United Methodist Church, I was skeptical. I mean, the church doesn’t look too kindly
on LGBTQ people, and especially those living with what they deem “consequences of
their actions”. I reluctantly visited the Annual Conference center to pick up a
registration form. When the person who greeted me left to find the registration form, I
quickly slipped out the door, and never went back. How could I put my name on
something that would identify and associate me with my new diagnosis?

Five years later, I was invited to visit a local UMC congregation. I discovered people
who truly loved others and were passionate about an authentic faith journey. I
discovered they were more concerned about living out a life in service to God and
others, over living a life of judgement of others. They knew I was gay, and accepted and
celebrated me.

I have been encouraged by the work of the UMC Global AIDS Committee, but there is
much work to be done. Those living with HIV, whether newly-diagnosed or long-
term should never feel the church is not a place of safe harbor. Too often, HIV ministry
can appear to favor “qualified” people - those believed to have contracted the disease by
no fault of their own. In this time of uncertainty in the future of The United Methodist
Church, I call on the church to remain steadfast and continue to live out these values
and continue or begin compassionate ministry with persons living with HIV/AIDS and
their loved ones.

Jacob Vaughn is an AIDS Ambassador in The United Methodist Church and
resides in the Tennessee Annual Conference.

 “We affirm the responsibility of the Church to minister to and with these individuals and their
families regardless of how the disease was contracted. We support their rights to employment,

appropriate medical care, full participation in public education, and full participation in the
Church.”

United Methodist 2016 Book of Discipline, Social Principles ¶162.U

Upcoming Events
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October 15, 2020 – National Latino AIDS Awareness Day

October 19-21, 2020 – US Conference on HIV & AIDS  – Virtual Event! Registration
is open and free for non-profits! One of the keynoters will be Dr. Anthony Fauci during
the Federal Plenary on Tuesday, Oct 19th. The session will ask our federal leaders for
the next steps in our efforts to end the HIV epidemic.

December 1, 2020 - UMGAC World AIDS Day Virtual Worship Service, 1 p.m.
Central Time.  To access, visit our Facebook page:
Facebook.com/UMCGLOBALAIDSFUND.  Bishop Julius Trimble, UMGAC Chair, will
deliver the sermon. Check out our next newsletter for additional information.

August 28, 2021 – “Breaking Barriers AIDS Conference: Tackling Stigma” –
sponsored by the United Methodist Global AIDS Committee at Hennepin UMC,
Minneapolis, MN.  This event was canceled in 2020 due to COVID but has been
rescheduled for next year.  Mark your calendars!

Please DONATE to the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund!  This Fund is an
Advance Special in The United Methodist Church which means that 100% of your
contribution goes directly to programs benefiting those in need.  HIV continues to
infect thousands of persons each day and you can make a difference and save lives
through your donation.  We invite you to read about us and become a partner in
the effort to rid the world of HIV!  Thank you!

The United Methodist Global AIDS Committee...

Faithfully works to engage annual conferences and local churches in HIV/AIDS
education and advocacy and loving and compassionate outreach by raising awareness
and providing faith-based resources and training. By doing this, we aim to eliminate
deaths from HIV and AIDS, reduce stigma and advocate for and affirm persons living
with and affected by HIV and AIDS around the world.
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https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/library/awareness/nlaad.html?emci=17844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D%23:~:text=Coordinated%20by%20the%20Latino%20Commission,population%20in%20the%20United%20States.
https://uscha.life/?emci=17844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/about/director?emci=17844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-637-united-methodist-global-aids-fund.aspx?emci=17844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-637-united-methodist-global-aids-fund.aspx?emci=17844f72-ae05-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
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CONNECT WITH US

www.umglobalaidsfund.com
  

© 2020 General Board of Church & Society
100 Maryland Avenue, NE | Washington, D.C. 20002 | 202.488.5600

{{if IsSentByTargetedEmail}}(Unsubscribing is not supported in previews){{end}}

https://umgaf2014.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/umcglobalaidsfund/?fref=ts
mailto:umgafund@gmail.com

