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United States Annual Conference Activities

Alabama-West Florida

Activities:
Contact:

Started working with the Conciliation group, but no activities thus far.
Ruth Ann Powers

712 31st Street

Phenix City, Alabama 36867

334-614-1476 (c)

rall@ctvea.net

Alaska Missionary

No report

Arkansas

No activities reported

Contact:

Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop

800 Daisy Bates Drive, Little Rock, AR 72202-3770
870-814-1216

jim.polk@arumc.org

Baltimore-Washington

Activities:

Task Force:

Fundraising:
Contact:

Organized Testing for Turkeys in Baltimore on World AIDS Day 2014. Assisted with the planning
and coordination of AIDS Walk in Baltimore in May, 2015. Provided an HIV/AIDS Exhibit at 2015 Annual
Conference. Developing an AIDS Ministry Website for the Baltimore-Washington Conference. Many of
our churches celebrate World AIDS Day through worship, testing sites, etc. Conference sponsors a Quality
of Life Retreat ministry for people with HIV/AIDS. It has been in operation for over 22 years serving
thousands of people.

Rev. Cary James

Rev. Brian Jackson serve as AIDS Ambassadors

Yes

Rev. Christie Latona, Director of Connectional Ministries

11711 East Market PI.

Fulton, MD 20759

410-290-7310 (o)

cLatona@bwcumc.org

California-Nevada
No activities reported

Contact:

Rev. Jorge Domingues

1350 Halyard Drive

West Sacramento, CA 95691
916-374-1523
jorged@calnevumc.org

California-Pacific

Activities:

Cal-Pac’s HIV/AIDS task force is active with helping plan and provide five Strength for the Journey
retreats for adults living with HIV/AIDS. We served over 300 people and had over 100 volunteers
including those living with HIV/AIDS. The task force was invited by Bishop Grant to provide leadership
for one of the Annual Conference worship services, and a video is on the Cal-Pac Annual Conference

2


mailto:rall@ctvea.net
https://maps.google.com/?q=800+Daisy+Bates+Drive,+Little+Rock,+AR+72202&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:cLatona@bwcumc.org
mailto:jorged@calnevumc.org

Task Force:
Fundraising:
Contact:

Central Texas

website. Chair of the Task Force attended the 2016 General Conference and attended the UMGAC AIDS
Conference held the day prior to General Conference. The task force is talking with representatives from
the Philippines about providing a retreat there. Lastly, the task force is a part of the Cal-Pac Justice and
Compassion team and works with other justice teams on issues like immigration, hunger & health care.
Yes

Yes

Steve Poteete Marshall

2700 Montrose Ave.

Montrose, CA 91020

818-249-6173

planetarypilgrim@yahoo.com

No activities reported

Contact:

Dakotas

Jerry Longwell

912 Brazos Drive
Southlake, TX 76092
817-424-0298
jerrylongwell@yahoo.com

No activities reported

Contact:

Rev. Rebecca Grinager Trefz, Director of Ministries
P.O Box 460

1331 West University,

Mitchell, SD 57301

605-996-6552

rebecca.trefz@dakotasumc.org

Desert Southwest Conference

Activities:

Task Force:

Host an annual Strength for the Journey retreat for persons living with HIV/AIDS. Write HIV-related
articles for our Conference-wide newsletter. Sponsor a display table at Annual Conference. Take
offerings for HIV ministries. Co-Sponsor a booth at the Phoenix Pride Festival with Welcoming and
Reconciling Ministries. Sponsor a Water Station and Communion at the annual AIDS Walk. The vision of
HIV Caring Ministries is to bring God’s love to those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. The mission of
HIV Caring Ministries is to create a climate of openness and acceptance in which people living with HIV
can be free to seek the support and the help they need. We also send letters to churches asking them to
donate to the UM Global AIDS Fund and/or to the direct fund for Strength for the Journey, and to
encourage them to hold Global AIDS Day related worship services and/or events.

Action strategies for the next 2-5 years: We have started a quarterly dinner and social at a local UMC for
our SFTJ campers and other adults with HIV as a way for our prior campers to keep in touch and have a
substance free social outlet and for prospective campers to get to know us. We are working with the
Health and Caring Ministry to offer free HIV education and at home test kits as well as information on
PREP at church Health Fairs. Engage the local church to be the conduit of God’s grace to those in the
community who are impacted by HIV/AIDS. Partner with area HIV non-profits to find ways we can work
together and help each other. To build and leverage relationships within our connection by mobilizing
United Methodists for legislative advocacy at all governmental levels, both domestically and globally.
Billie Fidlin bkfidlin@hotmail.com — Conference staff, Linda Girard LSGIDG@comcast.net,

William Butler - williamabutler@me.com
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Fundraising:  Yes

Contacts: Linda Girard Bill Butler
1150 W. Chula Vista Rd. PO Box 34315
Tucson, AZ 85704-3006 Phoenix, AZ 85067-4315
520-240-3565 602-708-4637
LSGJIDG@comcast.net williambutler@me.com

East Ohio

Activities: We continue to support the Global AIDS Fund and have persons who are a part

of our Church & Society Speakers Bureau who speak to churches and groups on
HIV/AIDS. Use 25% of fundraising to provide grants for local church work with
HIV/AIDS related ministry and work. Had good cooperation within Church and
Society about setting up a college event on HIV & AIDS. Supported the UMGAC Just
Save One Ohio event September 2015.

Fundraising:  Yes (through Church & Society Committee)

Contact: Rev. Donald Kuntz, Trinity UMC
214 E Jefferson St
Sandusky OH 44870
419-625-8669
donald5kuntz@gmail.com

Eastern Pennsylvania
Activities: The H.U.B. (Helping Us Be) of Hope HIV/AIDS Ministry is a social justice, reconciliation ministry. While
HIV is a health issue, the impact of living with the virus invades all areas of a person’s life. The social
justice side effect of HIV/AIDS that further weakens a person’s quality of life includes isolation, stigma,
and discrimination. The H.U.B. of Hope HIV/AIDS Ministry’s purpose is to inform, equip, and mobilize
diverse faith communities to respond with compassion and justice as servants in relationship with those
living with and affected by HIV/AIDS. Haven — Peniel UMC performs bi-weekly HIV testing. Tindley
Temple UMC performs monthly HIV testing. Mother African Zoar UMC performs HIV testing annually.
Contact: Rev. Dr. Deborah Tanksley-Brown, Church of the Open Door
210 South Broad Street
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-2400 (church)
484-995-2407 (cell)
hub-of-hope@umcod.org
dtanksleybrown@comcast.net

Florida
No activities reported
Contact: Rev. Sharon Austin, Director of Connectional Ministries
450 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33815
863-688-5563
Sharon.Austin@flumc.org
Great Plains
Activities: Through the Conference UMGAC, we post information on Facebook and our webpage.

In 2014, we sent information directly to local church lay leaders on the work of AIDS Ambassadors and
sent the connection to our website for a compilation of ideas to recognize World AIDS Day in their
congregations. Ministries in Annual Conference: Parish of Grand Island Trinity and First-Faith UMC, and
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Task Force:

Fundraising:

Contact:

Norfolk First UMC both have Emergency HIV AIDS Funds and work closely with the Nebraska AIDS
Project regional office in their areas to benefit needs of clients. They also help sponsor HIV AIDS testing
and provide education. All AIDS Ambassadors are invited to participate in any task being addressed.
Zander Rogers - 2019.ZANDER.Rogers@fpsmail.org, Maya Baker - ecw211ld@gmail.com, Christy Baltzell
- cbaltzell@greatplainsumc.org

Kathy Moore Jensen kathy.moore.jensen@gmail.com

We had a designated special offering at the 2015 Annual Conference as well as a booth. We also
promoted the UMGAC offering in December through media. The parish of Trinity and First-Faith UMC
have had Baskets of Love silent auctions for the past several years. Funds raised go to the UMGAC and
the parish HIV AIDS Emergency Fund. Information is posted about these fundraisers to encourage other
churches to consider such fundraisers.

Rev. Philip Sloat

308.383.2512

psloat@greatplainsumc.org

Greater New Jersey

New Jersey
Activities:

Contact:

Holston
Activities:

Contact:

Centenary United Methodist Church, Berlin, NJ 08009 Gateway South District. Each year, on the 3rd
Sunday in November, we have a worship service to commemorate World AIDS Day. Rainbow Welcome
flags on displayed on the front lawn; all of the prayers are geared toward asking God forgiveness of what
we have done, and not done, for our brothers and sisters with HIV/AIDS. Portions of the UM Book of
Resolutions Section 3242 regarding official policy statements are read for guiding the worldwide work
and MINISTRY of the United Methodist Church. Speakers living with HIV talk about their situation and
how God has brought them thru it.

Events span over a weekend and include a covered dish dinner the night before and a concert by the
Philadelphia Gay Men's Chorus; chorus members attend the dinner. Our goal is invitation (evangelism),
inclusive welcome, to be uplifting and to show brotherly love - God's love - to our brothers and sisters
with HIV/AIDS.

Lynne Benson, Certified Lay Servant, Public Theology Advocate, Witness Ministry Chairperson,
Reconciling Ministry Chairperson; Centenary United Methodist Church

149 So. White Horse Pike

Berlin, NJ 08009

856-418-6121

59 Cedar Lane

Clementon, NJ 08021-3875

LynneCLM@gmail.com

AIDS grant for ministries related to AIDS, Strength for the Journey camp for those who have AIDS or are
HIV positive. (sftj.holston.org) Use 25% of fundraising to support grants for AIDS ministries preference is
given to UM churches and agencies but other agencies are eligible.
http://www.holston.org/media/ministry/resource/HIV_AID_Grant_application.pdf

Strength for the Journey board chair is Rev. Dennis Loy, Dennis Loy loy1701@gmail.com

Mike Sluder, Director of Connectional Ministries

mikesluder@holston.org

PO Box 850

Alcoa, TN 37701

865-690-4080

mikesluder@holston.org
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lllinois Great Rivers

Activities: In the past, Peoria First UMC has had an AIDS ministry but it is now absorbed into
congregation’s overall health ministry to and for the homeless. At one time, there was
a mobile clinic in the Metro East area that worked with AIDS awareness. It is no
longer operational.

Contact: Curtis Brown
PO Box 19207
Springfield, IL. 62794-9207
217-529-2442
Cbrown@igrc.org

Indiana
Activities: HIV education and awareness is done through the Annual Conference’s Global Health unit. Also, the
Annual Conference is hosting the 2018 UMGAC Conference.
Fundraising:  $158,288.41 raised during the 2017 Annual Conference for the Global AIDS Fund
Contact: Tom Heaton, Associate Director of Mission and Justice Ministries
301 Pennsylvania Parkway #300
Indianapolis, IN 46280
317-924-1321 ext. 1008
Tom.heaton@inumc.org

lowa
No activities reported
Contacts: Rev. Mark Young
641-512-6563
revmyoung.78@gmail.com
Naomi Sea Young Wittstruck, Leadership Development Minister for Social Justice & Mission
2301 Rittenhouse St.
Des Moines, IA 50321
Office: 515-974-8908 (office)
Cell: 515-783-4381 (cell)
nsy.wittstruck@iaumc.org
Kentucky
No activities reported
Contact: Rev. Julie Hager Love, Director of Connectional Ministries
7400 Floydsburg Road
Crestwood, KY 40014
502-425-3884
jlove@kyumc.org
Louisiana
Activities: Manual on AIDS testing compiled and available; setting up AIDS testing sites; Fund
Raising: Using 25% of funds raised to support these activities
Task Force: Yes
Fundraising:  Yes
Contact: Jon Lord, jlord@tulane.edu
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Memphis

No activities reported

Contact: Rev. Roger Hopson
3033 Trice Place
Lebanon, TN 37087
931-553-8401
roger.hopson@tnumc.org

Michigan Area

Activities: Fundraising for AIDS ministries is resulting in the Conference providing mini grants to local churches for
AIDS programming. There will be a concerted effort to continue fundraising for UMGAC to support local
and global AIDS efforts.

Fundraising:  Yes

Contact: Rev. Amee Paparella
9755 N. Division
Sparta, M1 49345
517-862-2599
ameeanne@gmail.com

Minnesota
Activities: Support the Minnesota AIDS Project through the World Council of Churches
Task Force: Mission Promotion Action Team serves in this role

Fundraising:  Yes (Mission Promotion Action Team will lead this until a group is established)
Contact: Rev. Paul Bosshardt

972 118" Lane NE

Minneapolis, MN 55434-3087

763-767-5753

sgbphb@g.com

Mississippi

No report

Missouri

No activities reported

Contact: Rev. Monica Jefferson, St. Andrew UMC

3975 N. US Highway 67
Florissant, MO 63034-2428
314-707-0172
mjffrsn@aol.com

Mountain Sky

Activities: We regularly raise funds. Our major push is with an Annual Conference “Mission of the Month”
emphasis that focuses on Valentine’s Day—*“Have a Heart—Reach Out.” Each local church is asked to
raise funds. Use 25% of funds raised to support both projects within our Annual Conference—like to
support Native American and African-American AIDS projects—and some international projects—like
AIDS orphans in Kenya and a free clinic for women and children in South India.

Task Force: John Blinn johnphil@companionspirit.com, Denise Bender denise.bender@umbheritage.com, Gary
Archer gbarcher@juNo.com, Youngsook Kang yckang52@comcast.net, Gil Caldwell
CaldwellChurch@aol.com, Thomas Cross thomas@christunitedmethodist.org

Fundraising:  Yes
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Contact: Donald E. Messer
7185 South Niagara Circle
Centennial, CO 80112
303 770 5809 (home)
303 877 1955 (cell)
globalaids@gmail.com

New England

No activities reported

Contact: Lester Bennington
67 Maple St.
East Hartford, CT 06118
860-569-8764
lesterbennington@sbcglobal.net

New Mexico

No activities reported

Contact: Randall Partin
11816 Lomas Boulevard NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
505-255-8786, ext. 107
Randall@nmconfum.com

New York

Activities: None reported

Task Force: Evana Lewis — AIDS Ambassador — evanalewi@hotmail.com; 718-213-5389; 718-503-7968
Contact: Rev. Matthew Curry, Director of Connectional Ministries

20 Soundview Ave

White Plains, NY 10606-3302
888-696-6922
mcurry@nyac.com

North Alabama

Activities: Basic Advocacy information about the AIDS epidemic, education to mission teams traveling in areas
where AIDS is prevalent on the continent of Africa.

Contact: Rev. Dr. Adlene Kufarimai, West Huntsville United Methodist Church
134 9t Street

Huntsville, Alabama 35756
256-404-9995
akufarimai@umcna.org

North Carolina
No activities reported
Contact: Dr. Christine Harman, Christian Formation Team Coordinator
700 Waterfield Ridge Place
Garner, NC 27529
919-779-6115
800-849-4433
charman@nccumc.org
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North Georgia
Activities:

Fundraising:
Contacts:

North Texas
Activities:

Contact:

Annual Conference took an offering for UMGAC in 2014. 25% of fundraising is being kept but not being
used at this time.

Yes

Debby Fox

1700 Century Circle NE
Atlanta, GA 30345
678-533-1444
debby.fox@ngumc.net

Rev. Hannah Garrett-Johnson
550 Mt. Paran Road NW
Atlanta, GA 30327
404-255-1384
hannah@stjohnatlanta.org

North Texas as a conference has not had an initiative related to HIV/AIDS in a few years. At present, our
Center for Missional Outreach website has a page devoted to awareness and education related to
HIV/AIDS. On this page is a place to donate to the Advance # that supports the work of the UMGAC. It is
possible that some congregations in our conference have their own HIV/AIDS related ministries.

Rev. Andy Lewis, Assistant to Bishop and Director of Missional Outreach

P.O. Box 866188

Plano, TX 75086-6188

972-526-5000 | fax 972-526-5014

lewis@ntcumc.org

Northern lllinois

Activities:

In early 2017, Bishop Dyck challenged the annual conference with her "Bishop's Appeal." Bishop Dyck
chose the UM Global AIDS Fund as the recipient of the offering we take with the Bishop's Appeal. As a
result, the NIC HIV/AIDS Task Force was reconstituted after a time being fallow. As part of the
reconstitution, we were charged with helping to raise funds for the Bishop's Appeal. In response the task
force developed worship resources, video presentations, and a "speaks bureau" to help tell the story of
the UM Global AIDS Fund. We raised $71,000 for the UM Global AIDS Fund of which $53,250 was
contributed to the UM Global AIDS Fund. The other $17,750 (25%) is being used for local ministries. We
are beginning our work with two prongs in our efforts. The first is offering micro-grants to local
congregations to assist them with educational events for prevention. The second is a World AIDS Day
service on December 1 at our Hartzell Memorial United Methodist Church in Chicago. We also sent a
representative to the "Strength for the Journey, Los Angeles" camp in July, a ministry of the California-
Pacific Annual Conference. The purpose of this trip was to investigate the possibility of developing a
similar ministry here in Northern lllinois; the work and conversation continue about that possibility.
Task Force:

Rev. Daniel Diss, Chair Rev. Charles Straight

424 Forest 15015 Grant St.

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 Dolton, IL 60419
630.469.3510 (o) 708-841-3939 (c)
dr.daniel.diss@gmail.com Charlesmax201@yahoo.com
Rev. Lora J. Zink Rev. Deborah G. Taylor-Tinsley
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Fundraising:
Contact:

805 Covey Lane 539 S. Fourth St

Coal City, IL 60416 Aurora, IL 60505
815-382-1004 (c) 815-904-9004 (c)
lortwin@aol.com dtinsley60506 @yahoo.com
Rev. Arlene Christopherson, Assistant Irma Clark

to the Bishop/ DCM 10633 S. Peoria St.
77 West Washington St. Suite 1820 Chicago, IL 60602
Chicago, IL 60602 773-239-0704
312-346-9766 ext. 713 irmklarc@aol.com
achristo@UMCNIC.ORG

Yes

Rev. Daniel Diss, Chair

424 Forest

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
815-354-9786 (c)
630.469.3510 (o)
dr.daniel.diss@gmail.com

Northwest Texas
No activities reported

Contact:

Oklahoma
No report

Lauren Hughs

1401 Avenue M
Lubbock, TX 79401
806-762-0201, Ext 10
hughs@NWTXconf.org

Oklahoma Indian Missionary

Activities:

Contact:

Oregon-ldaho
Activities:

Task Force:

Fundraising:
Contacts:

Hope to have a health fair that will include an AIDS component working in partnership with the Tribal
Health Services.

Josephine Deere

3020 S. Harvey Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73109-6309

405-632-2006

jdeere@oimc.org

The focus in the Oregon-ldaho Annual Conference has taken place through the Strength for the Journey
Camp (HIV/AIDS camp) we have had once yearly for several years. Todd Bartlett, Camp and Retreat
Ministry Director, oversees this event as well as camping programs. Per General Conference legislation,
the Annual Conference withholds 25% of funds given to the UMC Global AIDS Fund Advance and uses
that funding to support the Strength for the Journey Camps.

Jan Nelson jannelson515@msn.com

Paul Nickel pnickell@osbar.org

Yes

Rev. Lowell Greathouse

1505 SW 18™ Ave
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Portland, OR 97201

503-802-9211 (o)

800-593-7539 (o)

lowell@umoi.org

Rev. Todd Bartlett, Executive Director, Camp and Retreat Ministries of Oregon-ldaho UMC
503-802-9211 (o)

971-244-2144 (c) (texting ok)

Pacific Northwest

Activities:

Task Force:
Contacts:

We have fund raising and solicited donations of goods and services on a local level. The Pacific
Northwest conference approved a portion of funding towards food cost for a one-day event. We no
longer sponsor our week-long retreat which had existed for 25 years. We were allotted funding for our
retreat from the conference, but only 1/3 of the total cost and lacked the time or staff locally to cover
the remainder. We have planned a one-day event instead and may have to dissolve our local chapter
after this year. The committee welcomes articles for our bi-monthly newsletter, sharing the conference
activities, statistics, cutting edge research. Our annual conference advised us they have suspended the
AIDS task force that previously helped fund our event. As a result, we are requesting a smaller
contribution from the "opportunity fund." We have details for that event at
http://www.inlandNWstrengthforthejourney.com

Ann Fritz - belll@infionline.net, Randi Wilke — eco_twist@yahoo.com

Randi Wilke, Strength for the Journey, c¢/o Audubon Park UMC

3908 N Driscoll Blvd

Spokane WA 99205

509-993-4657

eco_twist@yahoo.com

Ann Fritz

inlandNWsftj@gmail.com or belll@infionline.net

Peninsula-Delaware

Activities:
Task Force:
Fundraising:

Contacts:

AIDS walks, Educational activities, Prayer services

Advocacy team functions in this capacity

Yes - Materials are shared at our Annual Conference session. Materials can be used in workshop and
training sessions around the Conference.)

Glen Pruitt

40 Deerfield Lane,

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971

302-562-2553

debbyboonefan@yahoo.com

Red Bird Missionary

No report

Rio Texas

No activities reported

Contact:

Abel Vega, Jr.

16400 Huebner Road
San Antonio, TX 78278
210-408-4512
avega@riotexas.org
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South Carolina
Activities:

Contact:

South Georgia

Has actively promoted AIDS education and awareness and promotes the work of the UMC Global AIDS
Fund. Hosted a conference on AIDS and African American Women that brought together over 100
participants.

Rev. Kathy James, Director of Connectional Ministries

4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203

803-786-9486

kljames@umcsc.org

No activities reported

Contact:

Susquehanna

Dr. Brad Brady

P.O. Box 20408

St. Simons Island, GA 31522-0008
888-266-7642
brad@sgaumc.com

No activities reported

Contact:

Tennessee
Activities:

Task Force:
Fundraising:
Contact:

Texas
Activities:

Rev. John Dromazos
82 Rosemont Pl
Lewisburg, PA 17837
717-377-6630 (cell)
jjdromaz@yahoo.com

The outreach efforts with Haiti provided a clinic in Haiti for approximately 3 years. This was an initiative
that was partially funded through the Conference Health and Welfare Committee, for an HIV clinic in
Haiti. This was an initiative with a physician based at Meharry Medical College, Division of Infectious
Diseases in Nashville, Tennessee. The "Strength for the Journey" ministry is currently being revitalized.
The HIV Ministries and Strength for the Journey are aligned with the Health and Welfare Committee.
Health & Welfare Committee serves in this capacity

Yes

Izzie Zimmerman, Executive Administrative Assistant to Rev. Melinda Britt

304 S. Perimeter Park Dr.

Nashville, TN 37211

615-329-1177

Izzie.zimmerman@tnumc.org

Rev. Melinda Britt, Director of Connectional Ministries

304 S. Perimeter Park Dr.

Nashville, TN 37211

615-329-1177

Melinda.britt@tnumc.com

We have a vital ministry dealing with AIDS in our conference, which is also an Advance Special: Bering
Omega, a ministry out of Bering Memorial UMC in Houston. Bering UMC provides a Support Network for

12


mailto:kljames@umcsc.org
mailto:brad@sgaumc.com
mailto:jjdromaz@yahoo.com
mailto:Izzie.zimmerman@tnumc.org
mailto:Melinda.britt@tnumc.com

People living with or affected by AIDS. Rev. Rev Larry Leutwyler is the Network Director —
leutwyl@aol.com Website: http://www.beringsupportnetwork.org/

Fundraising:  Yes
Contacts: Rev. Diane McGehee, Bering UMC
1440 Harold Street
Houston, TX 77006
713-526-1017
dianem@beringumc.org
Upper New York
No activities reported
Contact: Rev. Bill Gottschalk-Fielding, Director of Connectional Ministries & Executive Asst. to Bishop
7481 Henry Clay Blvd
Liverpool, NY 13088
315-898-2000
billg-f@unyumc.org
Virginia
Activities: No organized activities at this time. An appeal is given at Annual Conference and on World AIDS Day.
Plan to do more awareness through boards and website.
Fundraising:  Connectional Ministries for the conference, boards: Church and Society and Global Ministries
Contacts: Glenn Rowley
P.O. Box 5606
Glen Allen, VA 23058
804-521-1143 (work)
480-399-7822 (cell)
GlennRowley@vaumc.org
West Ohio
Activities: As of January 2018, West Ohio has not been able to sponsor an AIDS Healing Weekend due to lack of
funding. In the spring of 2019, West Ohio discontinued its HIV & AIDS ministries. As a result, the Ohio
Healing Initiative was organized independent of the West Ohio Annual Conference and is seeking
funding to re-start the Healing Weekends.
Prior to 2018, the West Ohio Annual Conference sponsored AIDS workshops at Mission U, and during
the 2015 Mission U, took an offering for the AIDS Healing Weekend. Hosted, in partnership with
UMGAQC, Just Save One Ohio, an educational/fundraising event in September 2015 in Columbus.
Promoting the UMGAC 2018 AIDS Conference.
Task Force: None
Fundraising: No
Contact: Brian Montgomery (Ohio Healing Initiative)
513-448-8758
114verse8@protonmail.com
West Virginia
Activities: Education and support through regional areas. Using 25% of funds raised for grants to programs within
the boundaries of the Annual Conference. Two specific areas — regional work on making available
testing; and the Covenant House in Charleston WV for advocacy, education, and direct services.
Task Force: Yes
Fundraising:  Yes
Contact: Margo Friend
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PO Box 742

Charleston, WV 25323
304-541-5639
mefriend@suddenlink.net

Western North Carolina

Activities: A resolution was taken to the 2015 Annual Conference urging congregations to commemorate World
AIDS Day.
Contact: Daryl Brown

gsotarheel@yahoo.com

Western Pennsylvania

No activities reported

Contact: Rev. Sally Jo Snyder
133 Sleepy Hollow Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15216
724-902-9047
revsj92@gmail.com

Wisconsin

Activities: None

Task Force: Yes

Fundraising:  Yes

Contact: Forrest R. Wells, South East District Superintendent

112 Hall St.
Watertown, WI 53094
414-921-2000

Yellowstone
No activities reported
Contact: David Burt, Assistant to the Bishop/DCM, Yellowstone Conference
PO Box 20335
Billings, MT 59104
406-256-1385
david@yacumc.org

Central Annual Conference Activities

Africa Central Conference:
Eastern Angola Annual Conference: Bishop Jose Quipungo - bishopquipungo@gmail.com
No report

Western Angola Annual Conference: Bishop Gaspar Domingos - gdomingos61@yahoo.com
No report
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East Africa — East Africa Annual Conference and Burundi Annual Conference: Bishop Daniel Wandabula -
residentbishopeaacumc@gmail.com; bishopeaesaumc@gmail.com
No report

Mozambique — Mozambique North Annual Conference, Mozambique South Annual Conference, South Africa Annual

Conference: Bishop Joaquina Nhanala - jnhanala3@gmail.com

Activities: Raising awareness to pastors so that they have a care approach to HIV
infected people in their communities. Training of 39 teachers of schools with high rates of unwanted
pregnancies on HIV prevention. Supporting the adherence group meetings of Cambine hospital HIV
infected people. Supporting an abandoned woman who became paralitic and infected with HIV, she has
3 children aged 4, 8, and 12 years old. They are now living at waiting house of Chicuque Rural Hospital.
The main challenge to be able to implement a solid program is luck of funds. Funds we use to implement
the mantioned activities are from Advance and they do not come constantly in a significant amount
which can allow us to design a solid project so we wait until the funds acumulate at the annual
conference treasure and then we request.

Task force: Not enough funds to provide a coordinator.
Fundraising: Receive funds through Trietsch United Methodist Church
Contact: Arlindo Romao, UMC Health Coordinator

+258824700250 +258845646044
arliromao@gmail.com; um.healthmission.moz@gmail.com

East Zimbabwe

Activities: We have home based care givers working with patients on ART. 4 districts have trained home based care
givers who are trained, and the rest of the districts are working on getting such programs operational
but trainers to do the trainings were trained. “The bottom line is | need help to improve on what is
happening at the moment. The home-based care programs that are operating now mainly concentrate
on home visits for patients on ART. Most of the time they do not have simple resources like pain killers,
multivitamin tablets. | would mostly appreciate ideas on how best to work towards getting the
conference to be involved in raising funds to sustain the HBC and getting simple resources for use by the
care givers. Ideas also on how to raise awareness would go a long for me as | have asked the Bishop for
the green light to involve not just our congregants but even the clergy and he has endorsed this.”

Task Force: No

Fundraising:  Yes

Contact: Mrs. Hannah S Mafunda, UMC
163 Chinoyi St
PO Box 3408
Harare, Zimbabwe
263-4-751509; 753615 (work)
+263 774 186 750 (cell)
shannahmafunda@yahoo.com

Zimbabwe — Malawi Provisional Annual Conference, West Zimbabwe Annual Conference:
Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa - bishopnhiwatiwa@yahoo.co.uk; umczim@africaonline.co.zw
No report

West Africa Central Conference:
Cote d’Ivoire Annual Conference, Cameroon Mission Area, Senegal Mission Area:
Bishop Benjamin Boni - bishopboni@emu-ci.org
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Activities:

Contact:

Liberia

A workshop was held May 19-21, 2019 sponsored by the UMC Global AIDS Committee and the Cote
d’lvoire Annual Conference. The summit, in the capital city of Abidjan, was co-chaired by the Rev.
Donald Messer, executive director of the Center for Health and Hope in Centennial, Colorado, and the
Rev. Isaac Broune, a pastor and communicator in Cote d’lvoire. Roughly 30 participants came from The
United Methodist Church’s West Africa Central Conference’s Health and HIV committees, the U.S. and
local and international partners. The West Africa Central Conference includes four episcopal areas, six
annual conferences and ministry in six countries — Cote d’lvoire, Cameroon, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal
and Sierra Leone. The goal of the summit was to give participants the tools to establish a plan of action
for HIV/AIDS ministry within their own cultural and church contexts.

Rev. Isaac Broune
ibroune@emu-ci.org
+43 2257 8782329

Bishop Samuel J. Quire, Jr - liberiaumc@yahoo.com; liberiaumc@gmail.com

Activities:

Task Force:
Fundraising:
Contact:

Activities that are ongoing in our annual conference are awareness, prevention and control, care and
treatment.

No

Yes — need more capacity, however.

Allen Zomonway, Administrator of the Ganta United Methodist Hospital

allenphc@yahoo.com

(+231)886432009 and (+231)777432000.

Central Nigeria Annual Conference, Northern Nigeria Annual Conference, Southern Nigeria Annual:
Bishop John Wesley Yohanna - bishopumcn@gmail.com jywesley@yahoo.com

Activities:

Task Force:

Fundraising:
Contact:

Advocacy visit to the State and National Assemblies. Holding seminar and worshop on preventive
measures, stigmatization and caring of people livings with the disease. Peace Public parade match for
awareness. Connecting persons for an affordable medical insurance.

Amos Dividson Dullum - ddamos2003@yahoo.com

Micah Terah - terahbarde@gmail.com

Joyce Julius Sylvester - sylvesterjoyen@gmail.com

Ande Emmanuel - revande1980@gmail.com

Funds are lacking.

Rev. Ande |. Emmanuel

revande1980@gmail.com

+2347030480219

Sierra Leone Annual Conference: Bishop John Yambasu

Activities:

Task Force:

SLAC Health Board conducted a Knowledge, Attitude and Practice Survey in target communities.
Conducted radio discussion programs on HIV/AIDS. Conduct a survey to measure the impact of radio
programming. Hold dialogue sessions: Community Leaders, Principals and Teachers, Parents about
target groups on HIV/AIDS. Undertake community mobilization and sensitization of beneficiaries.
Community Health Workers conduct integrated health education and activities once/month, including
HIV and AIDS. Peer educators reach out at high school and in the community. Establish School health
Clubs at 4 High Schools. Conduct Health talks and radio discussion. Celebrate World AIDS Day in
December. Offer integrated Health Education that includes HIV and AIDS every day after hospital
prayers. Specific Health Education at the ANC, PNC and WBC twice a week at Mercy, Kissy and Manjama.
Printing posters for awareness at Health Facilities and in the community.

The Sierra Leone Annual Conference Board on Health Services
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Fundraising: No
Contact: Catherine Norman — Health Coordinator
Office of the Coordinator, P.O Box 523, Freetown
UMC House, 31 Lightfoot Boston Street, Freetown Sierra Leone
Norman.catherine8 @gmail.com
+232 78776706

Congo Central Conference:
Central Congo Annual Conference, Kasai Annual Conference, West Congo Annual Conference: Bishop Daniel O. Lunge-
bishopccongo@yahoo.com dlungel@yahoo.fr; dlunge2@gmail.com
No report.
Contact: Mr. Gabriel Dikete Otshudi, MPH, Health Department Coordinator
United Methodist Church in Central Congo
(+24) 979004314; (243) 814 270 686
gabrielmarcel2000@yahoo.fr

East Congo Annual Conference, Kivu Annual Conference, Oriental and Equator Annual Conference:

Bishop Gabriel Unda - undagabriell@hotmail.fr

Activities: We have a Coordinator of HIV/AIDS. The main activity that was performed was sensitization to raise
awareness of the existence of the disease because up to this day many people believe that it is an
imaginary disease created to discourage lovers. Those awareness campaigns were not enough. A lot is
still to be done. No relief activities were done due to lack of funds. We would like to do voluntary testing
and provide drugs for those who are sick. There is a big Center in Kindu to receive all HIVAIDS. It is
operational now.

Fundraising:  There is no fundraising activities because people are poor and hungry. When they live with less than
$1.00, how could they give for HIV/AIDS?

Contact: Neelley Hicks
nhicks@harperhill.global

North Katanga Annual Conference, Tanganyika Annual Conference, Tanzania Annual Conference:

Rev. Mande Muyombo- Blandinekafula@yahoo.fr
No report

Lukoshi Annual Conference, North-West Katanga Annual Conference, South Congo Annual Conference, South-West
Katanga Annual Conference, Zambia Annual Conference: Bishop Kasap Owan Tshigange -
bishopowansouthcongo@gmail.com; tshibangkasapowanalex@gmail.com

No report

Central and Southern Europe

Bishop Patrick Strieff - bishop@umc-europe.org; bischof@umc-europe.org

Activities: While the issue of HIV/AIDS may not be a top priority in the countries of Central and Southern Europe,
many people —and many church members — are aware of the misery of the global AIDS epidemic. As
Central Conference of Central and Southern Europe we draw the attention to the Four Areas of Ministry
Focus over and over — by articles/reports and presentations as well as in conversations with people
having their roots within or beyond the UMC. And while the issue of HIV/AIDS does not belong to the
top priorities of the seven Annual Conferences in Central and Southern Europe, it is still addressed here
and there — for example in the drug prevention work and the work with drug addicts in the Czech

17


mailto:Norman.catherine8@gmail.com
mailto:bishopccongo@yahoo.com
mailto:dlunge1@yahoo.fr
mailto:dlunge2@gmail.com
mailto:gabrielmarcel2000@yahoo.fr
mailto:undagabriel1@hotmail.fr
mailto:Blandinekafula@yahoo.fr
mailto:Owan%20Tshigange%20-%20%20bishopowansouthcongo@gmail.com
mailto:Owan%20Tshigange%20-%20%20bishopowansouthcongo@gmail.com
mailto:tshibangkasapowanalex@gmail.com
mailto:bishop@umc-europe.org
mailto:bischof@umc-europe.org

Task Force:
Fundraising:
Contact:

Republic or in the partnership of the UMC in Switzerland-France and the UMC in the DR Congo, where
health initiatives and ministries have been supported for a long time already. In this regard, it is a
remarkable and encouraging development that local churches in East Central Europe, which have been
“receiving churches” for decades, are slowly turning their eyes to areas where the churches are poorer
(for example in Africa) — and are starting to become “giving churches”, as well.

No

Yes

Urs Schweizer/Bishop Patrick Streiff

Badenerstrasse 69

PO Box 2111

CH-8021

Zurich 1, Switzerland

+41-44-299 30 60 (Church/Work)

u.y.schweizer@bluewin.ch;

Northern Europe: Bishop Christian Alsted - office@umc-ne.org

No report
Contact:

Kirsten Hastrup
Rigensgade 21 A
DK-1316 Copenhagen K
+45 51331477

Eurasia: Bishop Eduard Khegay - bishop.eduard@umc-eurasia.ru

No report

Germany: Bishop Harald Rueckert - harald.rueckert@emk.de

Activities:

Task Force:
Fundraising:
Contact:

The conference does not plan or execute any activities. But members in different churches are quite
active and execute different activities.

No

No

Michael Vitzthum

Silberburgstr. 134A, 70176 Stuttgart, Germany

0049 711 610524 (work)

0049 7146 5299 (home)

michael.vitzthum@emk.de

Philippines Central Conference
Manila: Bishop Ciriaco Q. Francisco - Bishop.Francisco@deaumc.org

Activities:

In June 2017, sixty attendees from United Methodist churches in the Philippines participated in
discussion groups on June 26-28th in Manila at the HIV National Conference sponsored by the United
Methodist Global AIDS Committee. Each group discussed distinctive responses to the AIDS epidemic in
the Philippines as it faces the fastest rise in HIV infections in recent years. Thirty new HIV infections a
day have been recorded since March 2017. This is staggeringly the fastest rate of new infections
worldwide. The national gathering responded to a potential HIV/ AIDS crisis in public health while the
general trend has been going down except in nine countries including Egypt, Pakistan, Kenya, Cambodia,
Mexico, and Russia. Conference participants came from national organizations of United Methodist
Youth Fellowship, United Methodist Young Adults Fellowship, Board of Women’s Work, delegations
from the three episcopal areas, Harris Memorial College, Union Theological Seminary, Mary Johnston
Hospital, Board of Christian Education and Discipleship, Visayas PAC Health Ministry, Baguio Episcopal
Area HIV Ministry, Youth and Young Adults Advocacy on HIV Ministry, as well as from nearby UMC local
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churches. Six women from the Association of Positive Women Advocates, Inc., one representative from
the Project Red Ribbon Care and Management Foundation, Inc., and another from the National Council
of Churches in the Philippines were the non-UMC participants at the conference.

Davao: Bishop Rodolfo Alfonso Juan - bishoprudyjuan@gmail.com

Activities: Seminars & Workshops

Task Force: No

Fundraising:  Yes (but need more people involved)
Contact: Rev. Dr. Nezer A. Soriano, DFM

104 CM Recto Ave.
Davao City, Philippines
+63 82 222 4474 (church)
+63 9971830077 (cell)
ikens@yahoo.com

Please contact Linda Bales Todd with any additions and/or changes to this document. Email: umgafund@gmail.com or 703-282-
6254. Thank you!
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