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Dear Friends,

We have been blessed to see first hand hope and progress in the fight against HIV.  There is no limit to what a church can do 
when we work together to improve health. 

The Abundant Health Initiative is building a global network of United Methodists committed to improving mental, physical 
and spiritual health for everyone. Together we are working to extend healing to all people. A key goal in this effort is our 
commitment to reach a million children with health interventions by 2020. This includes interventions to prevent, diagnose and 
treat HIV and AIDS. Global Ministries is leading this effort on behalf of the UMC and as our contribution to the United Nation’s 
“Every Woman, Every Child” effort to save 20 million children.

Our progress towards 1 million children is steady, with close to 400,000 children reached in the first 18 months of the initiative.  
Reaching a million children also means reaching pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers, husbands, mothers-in-law, 
community leaders, health providers and government authorities. We are partnering with all stakeholders to effect behavior 
change and improve access to essential health services. The opportunity for integrated services means that women and
children can have multiple needs addressed in one visit and at one place, including HIV counseling, testing and treatment. 

Global Ministries’ HIV program prioritizes the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission through prenatal care services. There 
are currently 10 such projects in Nepal, Nicaragua and Guatemala, and 6 sub Saharan countries. Our program also supports 
education and screening services for adolescents and other high-risk populations around the world. This guide provides a 
window into wonderful work being done through our partners. 

We thank you for your prayers and generous financial support for this work. There is still so much to do so, continue to keep
this work in your prayers.

Dr. Olusimbo Ige
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AIDS has become the leading cause of death among adolescents in Africa and Zimbabwe has one of the highest HIV prevalence 
rates in the world, at 15% (2012). The UMC in Zimbabwe wants every young person to know their HIV status and to make an 
informed response. Traditionally, the testing rate has been low due to concerns about confidentiality and privacy.  With HIV self-
testing, there is an opportunity to scale up acceptability and testing, especially among university students.

Tsitsi Murapa, the nurse in charge of Africa University’s Health Centre, leads a team of Peer Educators who are sharing HIV 
awareness and prevention information and distributing self-testing kits to students. HIV Counseling and Testing (HCT) services 
are also available at Old Mutare Hospital and two other UMC hospitals in Zimbabwe.  The HIV team also works with teachers 
and students at local primary and high schools, at Fairfield Children’s Home, at Mugamba Vocational Training Center and the 
Forestry Industry Training Center, at women’s fellowship groups and with the Old Mutare UMC Circuit. HIV prevention messages 
are given through drama and song. They include information about alcohol and substance use - a great concern on college 
campuses and high schools. Within 12 months peer educators have reached more than 2,000 people.

Partner:
Africa University and
the Zimbabwe Health Board
Project:
Know Your Status through HIV Self Testing! 
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According to the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, more than 1 million people in Zambia live with HIV. Many have been infected 
through Mother To Child Transmission which is something that can be prevented through routine HIV testing at prenatal visits. 

Mwaiseni, a shanty town, and Wusakile, a mine township, have a combined population of about 50,000 people. Many 
adolescent girls grow up there with their grandmothers or in child-headed households, and have dropped out of school. With 
no employment they engage in unsafe sexual practices for survival. These young ladies are vulnerable to abuse, HIV infection, 
and pregnancy. Unfortunately, most do not seek contraceptives, prenatal care or HIV Counseling and Testing services.  They 
deliver their babies at home without health care or follow up.  Bwafwano Care Providers (BCP) engage with these young people, 
linking them to clinics while developing personal relationships.   

Miriam was three months pregnant when she was diagnosed with HIV. A local health clinic referred her to BCP for home visits, 
nutritional support and bus fare to reach the facility providing antiretroviral medication. Community Health Workers visited 
and supported her and, in due time, she gave birth to a healthy baby. Today, Miriam’s two children, aged three and four, are 
both HIV-negative. She herself, free of stigma and fear of HIV, now serves as a Community Health Worker, sharing her story 
with other HIV-positive pregnant mothers. She’s an advocate for health. By sharing her own story and offering practical health 
knowledge, she helps to dispel myths and prejudice.

Partner:
Bwafwano Care Providers, Zambia
Project:
Reaching young girls on the Copperbelt 
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HIV prevalence in Cote d’Ivoire stands at 4.7% which makes it the most affected country in West Africa. HIV is the primary 
cause of death for men and the second for women - the first being problems during pregnancy and childbirth. The infection 
ratio shows that two women become infected for every one man. Among young pregnant women, 15-24 years of age and living 
in the capital Abidjan, HIV prevalence is estimated at 5.2%. Ninety percent of children’s infections are linked to Mother to Child 
Transmission, but up to 50% of these can be prevented through routine testing at prenatal clinics, access to and compliance 
with Anti-Retroviral Therapy. 

DMLS is the HIV ministry of the Cote d’Ivoire UMC Annual Conference. They have been creating HIV awareness in the community, 
promoting behavior change and reducing stigma. The project is also providing health care and social support for HIV positive 
women, especially those who are young and pregnant. Five villages around Dabou Methodist hospital
a sub-prefecture in southern Cote d’Ivoire are supported through this project.

Partner:
Département Méthodiste de lute contre le sida et les autres pandémies 
(DMLS), Cote d’Ivoire (Methodist Department to Fight AIDS and Other 
Pandemics, Ivory Coast)
Project:
Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV
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My name is Emily. I am a sex worker. People look down on us as street girls. My clientele are migrants from rural areas who 
work in the city. They come from work with the smell of cigarettes, sweat, cement and lime to receive sex services from us. 
I have little education and I have worked at this for nine years. I’ve been infected with lice, syphilis and gonorrhea and it is 
always embarrassing to be treated at a public hospital. Instead, trying to keep things secret, I’ve always gone to private clinics. 
Nobody has cared about my life all this time. I must always be on the look-out for the police…I’ve been arrested more than a 
dozen times. Initially, I didn’t want to talk to anyone about anything but the volunteers from this project persisted. Their warmth 
and enthusiasm touched me. For the first time, someone listened to my thoughts and respected my opinions. I told them that 
I hate men because of all I’ve seen and experienced. I am very grateful to these volunteers. They have given me knowledge 
about venereal disease prevention and treatment and have taught me how to protect myself better. I know they really want 
me to return to normal life. I don’t repel them anymore. When I see them distributing brochures, I greet those I know and 
occasionally join them in their work. I’ve begun to notice my clients’ condition and refuse unprotected intercourse. I also refuse 
guests with venereal disease and try to persuade them to go for testing. 

Sexual activity is a sensitive and private topic in China, especially when seen as aberrant. Although the Chinese government 
has increased investment in sexual disease prevention, people do not turn to them for help. There are more than 150,000 
high-risk people living in Xi’an and its neighboring cities. With a network of volunteers, the project addresses the needs of 
those most-at-risk:  Lack of knowledge about HIV/AIDS and self-protection, limited access to HIV testing, overcoming stigma 
and referral to treatment services.

Partner:
East 11th Lane Gathering Point Church, X’ian, Shaanxi Province, China
Project:
HIV screening, referral and care to migrants 

  

Global Ministries

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

  

Global Ministries

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



The intersections of youth homelessness and HIV are many and complex. HIV prevention and care are not a priority when food, 
shelter, and safety are lacking. All of these contribute to late testing, late-stage diagnoses and progression to AIDS. Homeless 
youth also have difficulty affording the medical care they need to be healthy - some HIV medications require a minimum intake 
of 500 calories per meal.  Austin is a 19-year old living with a couple in New Hampshire. When their marital problems escalated 
to an unbearable degree for him, he began to have debilitating anxiety and panic attacks, his work suffered, and he lost his job. 
He found himself seriously doubting his reason to go on living.

Austin reached out to a mentor at Lost and Found Youth. He was given travel funds and welcomed to the center, where he felt 
physically and emotionally secure. Now he spends his nights at the Lost and Found House. He has a warm bed and hot meals. 
He receives mentoring and counselling and belongs to a community. He received HIV testing, is negative, and intends to stay 
that way by taking PReP and practicing safe sex. The opportunity for respite and emotional recovery helped him stay safe.

Georgia has one of the highest rates of HIV diagnosis in the country. The greatest concentration of diagnoses are in two districts 
of Metro Atlanta. LNFY serves hundreds of homeless and at-risk teens and young adults each year in this area, including gay 
and bisexual men and transgender women of color.  As the only providers of transitional housing accepting LGBTQ HIV-positive 
youth in Metro Atlanta, LNFY is committed to offering culturally competent, ethical,
and effective services.

Partner:
Lost and Found Youth, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Project:
HIV Prevention Services for Homeless Youth 
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“I am P.J. I’m 19 years old and I’m a Person Living with HIV. This is the story of how Mary Johnston Hospital helped me to stay 
positive in life even though I have this burden. At first, I was so afraid to be tested but with the advice and support of my friend, 
I went ahead. It was early this year when I learned that I have this Virus. I really didn’t know what to do, what would happen
to me, or how I would tell my mother and my younger brother. However, with the help of Mary Johnston Hospital staff, I became 
more optimistic about life because they showed me that I can survive and that my family will understand.

My HIV Counselor referred me to the Manila Social Hygiene Clinic for free Anti-Retroviral drugs. I am really thankful to Mary 
Johnston’s counsellors because they were so supportive. They also gave me a chance to inspire others when we held the HIV 
101 course with students and teachers at St. Paul United Methodist Church. I know that they are God’s instruments to spread 
love, knowledge and awareness so that, as soon as possible, stigma and discrimination will be gone. I’ve now survived the 
first part of my life as a Person Living with HIV and I’m hoping that Mary Johnston Hospital will continue to help, inspire, teach 
and motivate people like me.”

The rapid spread of HIV is a growing concern in the Philippines. In November 2016, the National Youth Commission expressed 
concern over the rising number of young Filipinos testing HIV positive which it described as a worsening “youth epidemic”. 
The head of the NYC said that “The HIV epidemic in our country has a new face and it is the face of a young person.” Further,
only 5% of HIV+ pregnant women have received antiretroviral medicines to prevent Mother To Child Transmission. This 
project’s pilot community is in Barangay 123, one of the poorest areas in Tondo with a population of 9,672. There is a 40% 
unemployment rate and poverty is driving many into prostitution, drug trafficking and abuse.

Partner:
Mary Johnston Hospital, Manila, Philippines
Project:
HIV Prevention and Access to Testing and Care 
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During the 2017 World AIDS day celebration, staff from Kissy UMC Hospital joined a march through the capital’s main streets. 
The march was to promote awareness about the rising rates of HIV infection in Sierra Leone, especially among young people. 
Two UMC secondary schools paraded with banners, and several testing sites were set up along the way. The turnout for the 
march was high. The Mayor of Freetown encouraged people to embrace and accept those living with HIV. “Stigma must stop. 
When stigma is reduced, there will surely be a reduction of HIV transmission,” he said.   

Even though the Government of Sierra Leone is committed to expanding access to HIV Counseling and Testing services, 
uptake has been low-people are reluctant to know their status when treatment and support are unavailable, and they fear 
discrimination. This project has worked from two UMC Health Facilities - Kissy and Jaiama - to reach out to young adults, 
pregnant and lactating women with HIV education, counseling and testing, and to support services for People Living with HIV.

Partner:
The Sierra Leone Annual Conference Health Board
Project:
Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission and 
outreach to Young Adults 
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“My name is Aalyase. I was molested many times in my childhood and diagnosed with HIV about 25 years ago when I was still 
a teenager. I was very depressed. The diagnosis took a heavy toll on my family, especially on my mother’s side. I was disowned 
and put down. We still don’t speak today. My father’s side of the family took the news hard but were more loving, caring and 
understanding.  It was only later that I was connected to Someone Cares. My case manager there discussed the importance of 
my medicine regime, healthy living and taking care of myself. She also taught me about PReP for protection. I was introduced 
to the community at Someone Cares and to its one stop shop services. Life is still a struggle. It weighs heavily on my heart but 
my goal is to stay focused and to remain linked to care.”

Someone Cares Inc. of Atlanta is a community-based nonprofit providing holistic support to underserved, marginalized, 
and homeless populations. Services for clients with possible HIV or other sexually transmitted infections include education, 
counseling, testing, prevention, treatment, primary and mental health care, advocacy and other support services.  In addition, 
there is specific outreach to the transgender community. Social stressors and barriers-to-care include discrimination in the 
workplace and healthcare, homelessness and education. Higher levels of psychosocial distress are associated with higher 
levels of sexual risk-taking and negative health outcomes.

Partner:
Someone cares Inc, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Project:
HIV Prevention Services 
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“Felicity is my name and I am 34 years old. I’m HIV positive and I come from Ndabandaba village in Katete. I’m a successful 
farmer rearing chickens and pigs; I also cultivate Irish potatoes.  My husband and I got married when both of us were already 
HIV positive. We had a happy marriage. I have two children and both are HIV negative. My husband was very supportive and he 
accompanied me to antenatal visits when I was pregnant but last year our marriage turned sour. My husband abandoned me and 
ran away with all the money we had saved. Our second child was only two months old. I was devastated. However, I worked very 
hard and managed to support myself and the children by restarting the farm from scratch. I am knowledgeable about PMTCT, HIV 
and AIDS because I am one of the few women who started taking ARVs from Katete hospital the moment I tested HIV positive. I 
followed all the guidance the ART counselors gave me. I’m very grateful to World Hope Corps for visiting me at my home and for 
encouraging me to keep on taking my ARVs. Being HIV positive is not the end of one’s life, taking medication properly is what 
makes one’s body strong. Thank you to the PMTCT project.”

Malawi’s HIV epidemic is generalized and feminized. While the country has recorded a significant drop in new HIV infections and 
AIDS-related deaths, adolescent girls and young women bear much of the epidemic’s burden. World Hope Corps Malawi is a 
faith-based organization, associated with the United Methodist Church, and registered with the Malawi government. Established 
in 2008, it has a wide range of development experience, including work with HIV and AIDS.  

This project is in Mzimba South Constituency, Northern Malawi, home to about 63,400 people where access to health services, 
including HIV counseling, testing and treatment, is difficult for many. The project partners with five health facilities and the people 
of 8 villages. Health facility data shows that only 34% of women attended Prenatal Care during their last pregnancy and, in the 
last year, 14% of them tested HIV+. WHC is reaching out to communities with education, testing, assistance and referral.

Partner:
World Hope Corps, Malawi
Project:
Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV 
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UNITED METHODIST GLOBAL AIDS FUND: ADVANCE #982345
GIVE ONLINE OR WRITE A CHECK PAYABLE TO THE ADVANCE GCFA.

ENTER #982345 IN THE MEMO LINE AND SEND IT TO

ADVANCE GCFA  |  P.O. BOX 9068  |  NEW YORK, NY 10087-9068
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