
AIDS Is Not Over  

World AIDS Day is December 

1st and the theme this year is “Let’s End It”!  We 

encourage every local church to emphasize this 

issue sometime during each year, and Advent is a 

perfect time.  Please check out our article below 

about WAD as well as our resources for this special 

day. The UMC Global AIDS Committee is committed 

to bringing hope and healing to all God’s people and 

eliminating stigma against those living with HIV or 

AIDS.  During this season of thanksgiving and 

celebration of Christ’s birth, let us be mindful of 

those who live on the margins and welcome them 

into our hearts and churches with love and care.  

Peace be with you as you work for justice in the 

world!  Be encouraged! 

Bishop Julius Trimble 
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We read in the gospel Jesus’ encouragement: “Come 

unto me, all you that are heavy laden and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

 

Think about the millions of people who have lost a 

child to HIV and rebound to help others who are 

grieving. Think about the HIV positive woman in 

Kenya who, in spite of stigma, continues educating 

other women about HIV. Think about persons who 

decide to leave abusive relationships and become 

thriving survivors.  Hope and God’s grace are the 

predominate themes lacing their way through these 

life experiences, and it’s hope and God’s grace we 

desperately need in the world today. 

 

December 1st is World AIDS Day (WAD). It also 

happens to fall during the Advent season.  What a 

perfect time to integrate AIDS with Advent. Jesus’ 

birth brought forth the one who healed the sick and 

loved those on the margins.  Commemorating WAD 

during Advent couldn’t be more fitting. 

 

Read More 
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ACTION AND ADVENT  
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If you would like a printable version of this Newsletter, please 
email us at umgafund@gmail.com. 

 Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord, make me an instrument of your 
peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so 
much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. 

Amen. 

SAVE THE DATE!   

Breaking Barriers AIDS Conference 

Sponsored by UMGAC 

October 25-27, 2018, Indianapolis 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ... 

 the World Health Organization (WHO) released in 
May of 2017 a list of 10 Facts about HIV & AIDS 
that are chock full of useful information?  

Get it Here. 
 
 HIV and AIDS are not problems that exist only in 

Africa or in other parts of the world? The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention esti-
mates that more than 1.2 million Americans 13 
years and older are living with HIV.  

 
 several factors increase the risk of HIV infection 

in women? For example, during unprotected 
vaginal sex, HIV passes more easily from a man 
to a woman than from a woman to a man. Unpro-
tected sex is sex without a condom. (Source: AIDS 
Info, US Department of Health and Human Services) 

 
 a woman’s risk of HIV can also increase because 

of her partner’s high-risk behaviors, such as in-
jection drug use or having unprotected sex with 
other men? (Source: AIDS Info, US Department of Health 
and Human Services) 

 

 World AIDS Day is December 1st? 

Desert Southwest HIV 

Caring Ministry is 

Working for Justice and 

an AIDS-Free World 

Right now, The United 

Methodist Church is at a 

fork in the road as in 

struggles to find its Way Forward in regards to its 

inclusivity of LGBTQI persons. As such, it is of 

crucial importance for the Desert Southwest 

Conference to truly live into what it means to be a 

Reconciling Conference committed to creating 

Welcoming Churches. It is important to be present 

in the LGBTQI community to let folks know we have 

pastors and churches where LGBTQI persons can 

experience the love of Christ. This Fall the 

Reconciling Ministries Committee of our Conference 

partnered with HIV Caring Committee and 

represented the conference at Las Vegas Pride, the 

Phoenix Rainbow Festival and the Aunt Rita’s 

Phoenix AIDS Walk. The response from the 

community was positive as great connections were 

made and many persons received resources and 

information. 

 

The Rainbow Festival is the second largest LGBTQI 

event in the state of Arizona. The Desert Southwest 

HIV Caring Ministry provided information for 

“Strength for the Journey" a 4-day retreat for 

women and men living with HIV/AIDS and held at 

Mingus Mountain camp, a DSCUMC campsite. 

Communion was offered during the AIDS Walk at a 

water station staffed by many volunteers.”  For more 

information, contact Linda Girard at 

lsgidg@comcast.net or Bill Butler at 

williamabutler@me.com 

 

Read More 

DSW HIV Caring Ministry Team 

POSITIVE WOMEN’S NETWORK (PWN) ANNOUNCES 

A FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION  

A Declaration of Liberation: Building a Racially Just 

and Strategic HIV Movement.  

The framework, drafted and edited by over 20 HIV 

movement leaders of color from across the nation in a 

collaborative process spanning several months 

following an initial convening in July, with the support 

of the Elton John AIDS Foundation and the Ford 

Foundation, serves as a lens for analyzing the present 

moment and its future implications.  

It is also an expression of the love being brought to 

this work from the people doing the work. The 

framework is a call to summon the magic that 

emerges when people of color speak and work from 

the truth of their experience and strategize to build 

power. (Source: PWN Webpage) 

Read More 

Download Framework 

WorldHope Corps, Inc is a non-profit that provides 

asset-based community training around the world. 

The WorldHope Corps Training Team 2017 fulfilled 

its intended mission earlier this month in Uganda 

and Malawi, assisting our ministry partners-- 

Communities of Shalom Uganda, Sustainable Action 

Uganda, and WorldHope Corps Malawi --further their 

projects and initiatives. 

 

This was WorldHope Corp's 10th Annual Mission Trip 

since 2007.  This year's international training team 

included three current or past members of the Global 

AIDS Committee: Dr. Michael Christensen, Dr. 

Caroline Njuki, and Dr. Douglas Smith.  The team was 

also blessed with WorldHope Corps trainer and 

Pastor, Rev. Michele Robbins. Our 

work included the following: 

“Domestic Abuse and 

Preventing HIV", a Women’s 

Empowerment Conference 

Sponsored by WorldHope Corps and hosted by the 

Mayor's Office in Jinga, Uganda, 115 female 

community leaders participated , many of them 

sharing stories of abuse related to HIV/AIDS.   

“Is AIDS God's Punishment? 

Conducted Leadership Training 

for 132 community leaders- local 

politicians, cultural and religious 

leaders, and community health 

workers--sponsored by WHC and 

hosted by Mayor's Office at 

District HQ. Focus of the day-long 

training was on HIV/AIDS 

prevention and stigma reduction.   

 

HIV Prevention and 

Stigma Workshop 

In Malawi, we met with men at 

risk for HIV, and conducted 

training in AIDS prevention, 

stigma reduction, preventing 

mother to child transmission, and safe sex.  Thank 

you Doug Smith for sharing your story and 

equipping so many men and women with best 

practices for harm reduction.  

Read More 

HIV MISSION IN 

UGANDA AND 

MALAWI 

Founded in 1999, the United States 

government organized and funded SMAIF which 

provides new funding designed to strengthen 

organizational capacity and expand HIV-related 

services in minority communities.   The principal 

goals of SMAIF are to reduce new HIV infections, 

improve HIV-related health outcomes, and to reduce 

HIV-related health disparities for racial and ethnic 

minority communities.   

Find out SMAIF’s latest initiatives 

SECRETARY’S MINORITY 

AIDS INITIATIVE FUND 

(SMAIF) 

GIVING TUESDAY IS 

NOVEMBER 28TH 

GIVE TO THE UNITED 

METHODIST GLOBAL AIDS 

FUND #982345. 

The United Methodist Global AIDS Fund (UMGAF) is 

an Advance Special Project administered by the 

General Board of Global Ministries.  GBGM oversees 

the allocation of UMGAF funds to AIDS-related 

projects around the globe.  On Tuesday, November 

28th, we invite you to contribute to the UMGAF by 

clicking here. 

This is our opportunity to extend our love and care for 

those living with HIV as well as support efforts to 

prevent the spread of the virus!  Thank you for giving. 

https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/gbgm_donate.html?type=1001&project=982345
https://www.facebook.com/umcglobalaidsfund/?fref=ts
https://umgaf2014.wordpress.com/resources-2/#world
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7ydf86p9s64frnz/World%20AIDS%20Day.pdf?dl=0
mailto:umgafund@gmail.com
http://www.umglobalaidsfund.com
https://www.facebook.com/umcglobalaidsfund/?fref=ts
http://www.ucc.org/ucan
http://www.elca.org/aids
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/pan/
https://mlp.org/hivaids/
http://www.globalministries.org/special_days_aids_day_index
http://www.uua.org/reproductive/hiv-aids/34612.shtml
http://www.who.int/features/factfiles/hiv/en/
https://aidsinfo.nih.gov/understanding-hiv-aids/glossary/3419/condom
https://umgaf2014.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/aids-ambassador-information-sheet-2.pdf
https://umgaf2014.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/aids-ambassador-information-sheet-2.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/78dc86lvor3bpb6/News%20from%20The%20United%20Methodist%20Church.pdf?dl=0
https://www.pwn-usa.org/
https://goo.gl/bJwDak
http://michael-christensen.blogspot.com/
https://www.hiv.gov/federal-response/smaif/current-activities
https://www.hiv.gov/federal-response/smaif/current-activities
http://www.umcmission.org/give-to-mission/search-for-projects/projects/982345

