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MESSAGE FROM
UMGAF CHAIR
Several of the annual
conferences in the United
Bishop Julius Trimble
States will be featuring the UMC
Global AIDS Fund during their upcoming Annual
Conference sessions, and we’re grateful! We take
seriously our role to educate United Methodists about
HIV and AIDS as well as advocate for just and humane
policies. I commend our latest issue of our newsletter
to you as we continue working in partnership to
address this critical global health crisis. Thank you
and be encouraged!
Bishop Julius Trimble

CAMPS AND RETREATS FOR
PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV OR
AIDS AND PEOPLE WHO LOVE
THEM!
Check out the list of 2017 camps
available in the United States and
publicize widely! If your Annual
Conference does not provide
similar experiences, we urge you
to connect with your Annual
Conference staff about organizing
such events. Feel free to contact
retreat organizers to glean
information on how to support
these events and/or organize one.

“My spiritual
growth has been
enhanced through
forging new friendships and discovering opportunities
for healing, education, techniques for
self-care and advocacy as a person
living with HIV.”
...Brian Montgomery
Chair of the West Ohio
Healing Weekends
Committee

List of Camps

UMC GLOBAL AIDS
FUND ADVANCE
SPECIAL - #982345
By giving to the UMGAF Advance
Special, you will be supporting
vital projects around the globe
that are helping eradicate HIV and
AIDS from the planet. The UMGAF
Advance Special is administered
by UMC Global Ministries.
Peter Tatenda Muzarakuza is a UMC Global
Fellow from Zimbabwe working as an HIV/AIDS
100% of your donation
program field officer with the Bwafwano Care
Providers in Kitwe, Zambia
goes directly to projects.
It’s the best way to get
your money’s worth and make a difference! Thanks
for your support!
Peter Tatenda Muzarakuza project was partially
supported by the UMGAF Advanced Special. Peter is
a UMC Global Fellow from Zimbabwe working as an
HIV/AIDS program field officer with the Bwafwano Care
Providers in Kitwe, Zambia. He was commissioned by
the UMC Global Ministries in August 2016. Peter
shares his reflections from a candlelight service held
to honor those living with HIV or AIDS and those who
have died. “I understood that if communities put their
hearts, minds, resources, and knowledge together,
transformation is possible,” said Muzarakuza.
Peter’s powerful article reminds us of how the love
and acceptance by others can change lives.

The United
Methodist Global
VIDEO AVAILABLE ON
ABUNDANT HEALTH AND Ministries has
recently released
AIDS
a short video on
how the UMC is
responding specifically to the prevention of
transmission of HIV from mother-to-child. This
video can be used as a promotional for the
UMC Global AIDS Fund Advance Special
#982345.
Video

WHAT IS STIGMA?
Stigma can result in great damage to people who are living
with HIV or AIDS and also can
be a barrier to those who may
want to be tested for HIV.
Stigma is defined as: “HIV-related stigma and
discrimination refers to prejudice, negative attitudes and abuse directed at people living with
HIV and AIDS. ... The consequences of stigma
and discrimination are wide-ranging.” (Source:
AVERT).
Churches can play an important role in eradicating stigma and discrimination by creating a welcoming community for those living with HIV or
AIDS.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...

The UNICEFassisted shelter
provides food, accommodation, literacy trainings and
HIV/AIDS-awareness
lessons to street
children in Odessa,
Ukraine where Artim
was age 14 .

HIV/AIDS remains one of the
world's most significant public
health challenges, particularly in
low- and middle-income countries?

as a result of recent advances
in access to antiretroviral therapy
(ART), HIV-positive people now
live longer and healthier lives? In
addition, it has been confirmed
that ART prevents onward transmission of HIV.
an estimated 18.2 million [16.1 million–19 million] people were receiving HIV treatment in
mid-2016? However, globally, only 46% [43–
50%] of the 36.7 million people living with HIV
in 2015 were receiving ART.
progress has also been made in preventing
and eliminating mother-to-child transmission
and keeping mothers alive? In 2015, almost 8
out of 10 pregnant women living with HIV, or
1.1 million women, received antiretrovirals
(ARVs).
the World Health Organization (WHO) has released 10 Facts about HIV and AIDS? A quick
way to gain important information about HIV &
AIDS. Check it out!
Source: World Health Organization

UPCOMING EVENTS!

June 26-28, 2017 - UMGAF Philippines AIDS
Conference, Manila, Philippines
This Conference will focus on how the
church can be a positive partner in
promoting HIV and AIDS education,
prevention, care and treatment in the
Philippines. Special attention will be given to
addressing young people, women, and key
affected populations identified by UNAIDS.
The Philippines is one of the few countries in the
world where HIV and AIDS are increasing. In
recent years, the church in the Philippines has
taken a pro-active stance in promoting antistigma education, prevention and care. Several
smaller HIV and AIDS conferences have been
held, and the three United Methodist bishops
have taken leadership roles in encouraging
church involvement. This denominational
conference will enhance the church’s efforts in
the Philippines and underscore the importance of
addressing HIV and AIDS in considering global
health in this quadrennium.
For information, please contact Dr. Don Messer,
globalaids@gmail.com or 303-877-1955.

July 22-25, 2017 - RESULTS International
Conference, Washington, DC.
RESULTS is a movement of passionate,
committed everyday people. Together
they use their voices to influence
political decisions that will bring an end
to poverty. Volunteers receive training,
support, and inspiration to become
skilled advocates. In time, volunteers learn to
effectively advise policy makers, guiding them
towards decisions that improve access to
education, health, and economic opportunity.
This conference will provide attendees tools
needed for social action and will include visits to
US legislators on Capitol Hill. UMGAF is a cosponsor of this event.

October 25-27, 2018 – SAVE THE DATE! UMGAF
International AIDS Conference
This quadrennial event will bring together people
from around the globe to examine ways
local churches can be more involved
with AIDS ministries and how to
educate others. A focus will be on:
Reducing Stigma and Discrimination
Increasing Access to HIV Services
Defending Human Rights
Ensuring Treatment for Children
Stay tuned for more information. Please put this
on your calendar and plan to attend and bring a
delegation from your church and/or annual
conference.

AIDS Faith and Facts
Cards Available through
the UMC General Board of
Church & Society. Easy to
use cards as bulletin
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