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MESSAGE FROM
UMGAF CHAIR
We continue to be grateful to each
of you for your interest in the
Bishop Julius Trimble
issues of HIV and AIDS and
commend you for your commitment to an AIDS-Free
world! We can make it happen! The UMC Global AIDS
Fund (UMGAF) Committee met in March and is excited
about our upcoming events as well as developments in
AIDS research. Please share this newsletter with family,
friends and colleagues because each of us can play a role
in creating healthier communities. Blessings and God’s
grace.
Bishop Julius Trimble, UMGAF Chair

UMGAF COMMITTEE STRENGTHENS
ITS WORK WITH UMC ANNUAL
CONFERENCES

Members of the UMGAF Committee
will be connecting with every
Annual Conference in the United
States during the month of April to
learn what’s happening in local
churches and annual conference to
address HIV and AIDS. Each
Annual Conference has a key AIDS
contact person who will be
receiving a call or email from a
UMGAF Committee member. Once
these calls are made, an updated
Survey of Annual Conference AIDS Activities will be
compiled and disseminated across the UMC Connection
for use by local churches and annual conferences to
network with and learn from others.
Annual Conferences in
the United States are
strongly encouraged to
support initiatives in
their respective areas
that are addressing
AIDS. Twenty-five percent of every dollar given through a local
church to the UMGAF
Advance is held by the
respective annual conference for creative
AIDS ministries.

A similar collection of data will occur in the Annual
Conferences outside the United States in the coming
months.
We will keep you posted!

MEHARRY’S PRESIDENT
MEETS WITH UMGAF
COMMITTEE TO TALK
ABOUT AIDS
Dr. James Hildreth, President
of Meharry Medical Center in
Dr. James Hildreth, joined Meharry Medical
Nashville, took time from his
College as the 12th president and chief executive officer. Meharry is one of the nation’s larg- busy schedule to sit down
est private, independent historically black acawith the UMGAF Committee
demic health science centers
last month to discuss how
Meharry is focusing on HIV and AIDS. Hildreth shared his
personal journey of dealing with the AIDS issue and why it
is so important to him, Meharry and the world. Hildreth
strongly emphasized the importance of working with young
people and ensuring accurate, comprehensive sex
education is taught in schools (and churches!).
Video

UNITED STATES LAWS THAT
CONTINUE TO CRIMINALIZE
AIDS

A new report from the Movement
Advancement Project (MAP), a
group that provides research and
data related to LGBT equality, was
released in December 2016
titled LGBT Policy Spotlight: HIV
Criminalization Laws. Amazingly,
there continue to be laws on the
books in the U.S. that punish
people living with AIDS simply
because they have the virus.
Check out this free, downloadable
report that explores why these
laws are problematic and how
they harm public health and the
justice system.
read more

STOP BUDGET CUTS TO
CRITICAL AIDS AND AIDSRELATED PROGRAMS
NATIONALLY AND
GLOBALLY

Ask your member of Congress to
stop proposed budget cuts and
support the highest level of
funding to HIV prevention, care
and treatment globally and locally. Call (202) 224-3121

Issue: The Trump Administration is proposing
significant cuts in the foreign aid budget in the U.S. some
of which will impact AIDS programs. The proposed
massive budget cuts for FY18 included a 37% cut to
foreign aid. The proposed $18 billion in rescissions to
discretionary spending for FY17 undermine progress
made on global health and reverse significant
achievements globally. Although U.S. Government
promises to maintain current funding to Ryan White
program and the President’s Emergency Fund for AIDS
Relief (PEPFAR) for 2018, the discretionary spending for
2017 does not spare these programs.
Read More

UMGAF HIV UPDATE – HOW
YOU CAN BE A PART OF
PREVENTING THE SPREAD
UNAIDS reports significant
progress made in the last two
years with HIV treatment and reductions in the number of
deaths. However, huge challenges continue to exist. New
infections continue to mount. The UMC Global Ministries
Abundant Health unit oversees the disbursement of
UMGAF Advance funds to projects addressing the AIDS
crises. We are working to prevent new infections
particularly from mother to child, and encourage you to
read the latest UMGAF Advance Report on the newest
projects funded and how they are savings lives.
Donate
Read UMGAF Advanced Report

PREVENTATIVE HEALTH
STEPS FOR PEOPLE LIVING
WITH HIV OR AIDS
People living with HIV and AIDS need to
make sure they have the necessary
vaccinations to prevent other diseases and
illnesses. The Center for Disease Control
has a listing of recommended vaccines. We
commend this information to you.
Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS!

June 26-28, 2017 - UMGAF Philippines
AIDS Conference, Manila, Philippines.
This Conference will focus on how the church
can be a positive partner in promoting HIV and
AIDS education, prevention, care and treatment
in the Philippines. Special attention will be
given to addressing young people, women, and
key affected populations identified by UNAIDS.
The Philippines is one of the few countries in
the world where HIV and AIDS are increasing.
In recent years, the church in the Philippines
has taken a pro-active stance in promoting antistigma education, prevention and care. Several
smaller HIV and AIDS conferences have been
held, and the three United Methodist bishops
have taken leadership roles in encouraging
church involvement. This denominational
conference will enhance the church’s efforts in
the Philippines and underscore the importance
of addressing HIV and AIDS in considering
global health in this quadrennium.
For information, please contact Dr. Don Messer,
globalaids@gmail.com or 303-877-1955.

July 22-25, 2017 - RESULTS
International Conference, Washington,
DC.
RESULTS is a movement of
passionate, committed everyday
people. Together they use their
voices to influence political
decisions that will bring an end to
poverty. Volunteers receive
training, support, and inspiration to
become skilled advocates. In time,
volunteers learn to effectively
advise policy makers, guiding them towards
decisions that improve access to education,
health, and economic opportunity.
This conference will provide attendees tools
needed for social action and will include visits
to US legislators on Capitol Hill. UMGAF is a co
-sponsor of this event.

October 25-27, 2018 – SAVE THE DATE!
UMGAF International AIDS Conference,
Indianapolis, IN –
This quadrennial event will bring together people from
around the globe to examine ways local churches can
be more involved with AIDS ministries and how to
educate others. A focus will be on:
Reducing Stigma and Discrimination
Increasing Access to HIV Services
Defending Human Rights
Ensuring Treatment for Children
Stay tuned for more information. Please put this on
your calendar and plan to attend and bring a
delegation from your church and/or annual
conference.

May 18 - HIV Vaccine Awareness Day Read More

May 19 - National Asian and Pacific
Islander HIV & AIDS Awareness Day Read More

June 27 - Nation HIV Testing Day Read More

DID YOU KNOW THAT…

…according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), approximately 1 in 4 people
living with HIV in the United States are women. Between
2010 and 2014, the number of new HIV diagnoses among
women in the United States declined 20%.
…not all women diagnosed with HIV, however, are getting
the care that they need. CDC estimates that of all women
diagnosed with HIV in 2012 or earlier, 57% were receiving
continuous HIV medical care at the end of 2013, and 52%
had achieved viral suppression.
…according to the CDC, almost 1 in 5 American Indians
and Alaska Natives who were living with HIV in 2012 were
unaware of their HIV-positive status.
…Information is available about how to care for someone
living with HIV or AIDS. (Source: Secretary’s Minority
AIDS Initiative Fund [SMAIF] U.S. Government).
Read More

Inspiration for the Journey
– The Upper Room has
available Prayers for
Encouragement that are
small devotional booklets
providing readings and
prayers for those living
with AIDS and those who
love them. To order, click
here. Available in 19
languages.
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