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Voluntary counseling and testing for preg-

nant women at Ganta Hospital . 

January 2016 

By Dennis Weh, Program Manager  

Stigma is still a major problem. Community 

members continue to point fingers at people 

living with AIDS. In one instance, a man and 

his pregnant wife felt forced to live on a 

remote farm because they were both HIV 

positive.  Recently, after hearing Nehnwaa’s 

radio messages on stigma, HIV and PMTCT, 

they are coming to town and selling their 

greens in the local market.  

An UMGAF grant makes this project possible. 

NEHNWAA CHILD SURVIVAL 

PROJECT, UMC LIBERIA 

 UMGAF is sponsoring a Memorial Service 

during General Conference to remember the 

lives of those who have died from AIDS.  We 

invite you to send us the names of people you 

would like to lift up during this service.   

Please send names and their country to: Linda 

Bales Todd, joylab47@yahoo.com. 

AIDS MEMORIAL SERVICE AT 

GENERAL CONFERENCE  

Church leaders pray during an April 29 presenta-

tion on the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund at 

the denomination's 2012 General Conference in 

Tampa, Fla. From left are the Rev. Donald Mes-

ser, Dr. J. Kambamba, Bishop Ivan Abrahams, the 

Revs. Allan A. Casuco and Lorenza Andrade 

Smith, Bishop Fritz Mutti and Linda Bales Todd. A 

UMNS photo by Mike DuBose  

The United Methodist Global Aids Fund and 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America’s HIV and AIDS Ministry have forged 

a partnership to collaborate on strategy and 

projects intended to reduce discrimination of 

persons infected and affected by HIV and 

AIDS. read more... 

Pictured from left to right: Dr. Don 

Messer and Linda Bales Todd of the 

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund 

and Dr. Ulysses Burley of the ELCA's 

HIV/AIDS Ministry  

ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP 

WILL STRENGTHEN SUPPORT 

FOR PEOPLE AFFECTED BY HIV  

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund 

speakers for the May 9, 2016 event, 

include (top row, L-R) Dr. Nancy Haig-

wood, Bishop Gregory Palmer, Thom-

as Kemper, (bottom row, L-R) Rev. Dr. 

Donald Messer, and Rev. Dr. Young-

sook Kang, among others. 

GLOBAL AIDS FUND EVENT WILL 

EDUCATE, INSPIRE THE CHURCH 

PORTLAND, Oregon – Leaders will gather to 

discuss current realities regarding HIV and 

AIDS at “AIDS is not over! Global issues and 

the church,” a free, United Methodist Global 

AIDS Fund-sponsored event on May 9 in 

Portland, Oregon. Delegates and non-

delegates attending the 2016 General 

Conference of The United Methodist Church 

are invited to be a part of the conference. 

At least 37 million people are living with AIDS, 

half of which are women. There are 13.3 

million children living as orphans due to AIDS, 

and each day, 700 babies are born with HIV.  

Millions of people still lack access to testing 

and anti-retro viral medicines.   read more... 

Bob Skinner in the OR-ID Annual Conference 

was recently honored as a POZ 100 Long 

Term AIDS Survivor! We are so thankful for 

him, his life and his service to others! 

Congratulations, Bob! (Bob will be leading a 

workshop at the May 9th AIDS Conference in 

Portland as well as serving as a panelist) POZ 

is a print and on-line periodical on HIV & AIDS 

concerns.  read more... 

Bob Skinner, Corvallis Oregon 

 

A member of the Oregon-Idaho Annual 

Conference, Bob Skinner was recently 

honored as a POZ 100 Long Term 

AIDS Survivor 

LONGTERM AIDS 

SURVIVOR 

HONORED 

 

 

God of Hope, your love makes possible 

the impossible.  When we are facing 

seemingly impossible situations, remind 

us of your love and the possibilities it 

proclaims.  Amen 

 

Don Messer 

Linda Bales Todd 

Co-Chairs, UMGAF 

www.umglobalaidsfund.com 

REFLECTION 

"Thus says the Lord,...who created 

you, Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you; I have called you by 

name, you are mine.  When you  

pass through the waters, I will be 

with you; and through the rivers, they 

shall not overwhelm you; when you 

walk through fire, you shall not be 

burned, and the flame shall not 

consume you...you are precious in 

my sight, and honored, and I love 

you.” -Isaiah 43: 1-2, 4 

Woman holding the dapivirine vaginal 

ring tested in the NIH-funded ASPIRE 

study. International Partnership for 

Microbicides  

A new drug-impregnated ring is being tested 

that would increase women’s options for AIDS 

prevention.  read more... 

A new report in the Morbidity and Mortality 

Weekly Report indicates that African 

Americans experience a greater burden of HIV 

than other racial/ethnic groups in the United 

States but are less likely to receive consistent 

HIV medical care and treatment.  read more... 

May 18 is National HIV Vaccine Awareness 

Day.  This day was created as an annual 

observance to recognize and to thank all of the 

thousands of volunteers, community 

members, health professionals and scientists 

who work together to find a safe and effective 

HIV vaccine.  

See what you might do to raise this special 

day in your local church.  read more…  

DID YOU KNOW ? 
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