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WHAT DOES THE BIBTE SAY?

Read Luke l7:t2-19

The parallels between leprosy and HIV/AIDS are staggering. Both are dreaded, encumber
shame, blame, and are seen as death sentences that cast the victims away from
community and family. Hence, Christ encounters with lepers sets standards for ministry
with those infected with HIV/AIDS.

. Jesus hears and responds to the loud cry for mercy.
' Jesus immediately brings hope to what appears to be a hopeless situation.
. Jesus enables return to community.
. Jesus acknowledged return.
. Jesus engenders praise, thanksgiving and glory to God.
o d definite process geared towards God's glory

WIIAT DOES THE UT{TTED TETHODTST CHURCH SAY?

"The global AIDS pandemic provides a nearly unparalleled opportunity for witness to the
gospel through service, advocacy, and other healing ministries. United Methodist public
health specialists, health workers, social workers, teachers, missionaries, clergy, and laity
live and work in areas where the AIDS pandemic is spreading. United Methodist
congregations, schools, health facilities, women's, men's, and youth groups can play a
major role by providing awareness, support, education, and care to those affected by
HIV/AIDS."

2012 Book of Resolution, #3243, "The Church and the Global HIV/AIDS Pandemic"

In response to the HIV/AIDS crisis in the world, The United Methodist Church commits
itself to a holistic approach of awareness, education, prevention, treatment, community
organizing, public advocacy, and abstinence.

2012 Book of Resolution, #3243," The Church and the Globol HIV/AIDS Pondemic"

WIIAT DO TI{E FAGTS SAY?

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the most heavily affected region in the global HIV epidemic;
this includes Liberia and Sierra Leone, making life expectancy about 49 to 54.4 years. 1

HIV/AIDS drastically slows economic growth, social development, and church growth
due to the fact that many are unable to work or attend school.
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' Averting HIV and AIDS, Information Avert.org



Women in sub-Saharan Africa remain disproportionately impacted by the HMAIDS
epidemic. The gender injustices and inequities compel women to provide for their
children at any cost, it also leads to a disregard of human dignity and an increase in
sexual violence and abuse.

Additionally, the mother to child transmission of HIV positive (MTCT) can happen
during pregnancy, labor, delivery or breast-feeding. The rates can be as high as 45
percent but can be reduced to 5 percent if effective interventions occur. ' This can happen
with HIV testing and drugs, giving heaith benefits to the mother, the child and the farnily.
However, the church must stop cultural taboos that creeps in and hinders the truth about
family planning; limits sex education, stigmatize, and discriminate againstthose who
are infected. This affects the person, the family, the community and preventing spiritual,
social and economic development. .:

WHAT CAII THE CHURCI{ DO?

The church must go beyond charity and bring transformation that reflects our faith that
empowers for God's glory, addresses the social injustices of inequality, poverty, and
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I i 1,.,, sexual violence, which are silent factors in the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Parbrer with other faith communities to negotiate with government and nongovemmental
organizations, coordinate with overseas agencies for the best use of resources; embodying
spiritual stength from each other.

Radically reaching out, inspired by the unity of the Acts 2 church, through worship and
all ministries of the church that stand up against structures and policies that continue
inequalities, poverty and gender disparity. How?

Developing programs that provide long term communal care for those affected by
HIV, from advocacy of health care to assistance with daily care
Integrating matemal and child health care, farnily planning, sex education, within
the Sunday school curriculum, sennons, youth group, and intergeneration
activities
Breaking the silence and cultural taboos of openly and objectively discussing sex,
contraceptives, HIV/AIDS and other STIs
Teaching ow adolescents about the ills of gender inequalities, sexual violence and
unsafe sex, and drug use.
Be Christ's true ambassadors, willing to live the faith and risk that comes with the
true practice of being Christ's presence for such a time as this
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