
"We cannot go away from this conference complacent. We need to press the issue of 

compassion. We need to bring the good news of Countdown to Zero to the whole world."  

--Rev. Don Messer, Co-chair of the UMGAF Committee 

EQUIPPING THE COMMUNITY 

This Equipping Conference, organized and facilitated by the United Methodist Global AIDS 

Fund Committee, was held from September 11 to13 at the Renaissance Hotel in Denver. 

About 120 people attended the event which offered plenaries, workshops, panel discussions, 

displays by key organizations, and informal networking and problem solving over meals. 

 
Bishop Harvey opening the conference. Photograph: Charmaine Robledo 

ACT TODAY! 

"Today is the day! There will never be another today," urged Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 

about eradicating AIDS and caring for those infected and affected  by the pandemic. 

"Often HIV is referred to as an 'issue' -- but HIV/AIDS is about people -- people made in the 

image of God. What are we willing to risk to Save Just One?" Her message was reinforced by 

other conference speakers and leaders. Bishops Elaine Stanovsky, Warner Brown Jr., Ann 

Sherer-Simpson and "Fritz" Mutti gave wise, practical and motivational calls to action. 

PLENARY SPEAKERS 

Treatment is Prevention: Dr. Ben Young, Chief Medical Officer for the International 

Association of Providers of AIDS Care, stressed the importance of treatment as prevention. 

He said that "universal access to treatment is a human right" and that vertical transmission 
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of the virus from Mother to Child is zero among women who have received care in the 

United States. However, helping those at risk and those infected with HIV requires non-

judgmental settings and continued efforts to provide immediate testing and treatment. 

A Theology of Hope: Both Dr. Edward Antonio, Associate Professor of Christian and 

Social Theory, Associate Dean of Diversities, Director of Justice and Peace Programs at Iliff 

School of Theology, and his wife, spoke movingly of their own tragic losses through the 

pandemic in Zimbabwe. He suggested the Church start with a theology of mourning, 

remembering and lamentation. Hope that does not face lamentation and inequality is only 

optimism. The way of hope is not about escape but engagement with reality. The Road to 

Zero has barriers like poverty, hunger and poor education. We are called to be creative and 

transformative through the power of the Divine, creating space for people of faith and 

people impacted by HIV to be together. 

"Do not even think of pausing...human dignity is depending on it." Rev. Joan 

Carter-Rimbach, First UMC, Hyattsville, MD and member of the United Methodist Global 

AIDS Fund Committee, shared at the closing worship service: "The church must affirm 

every human life as a reflection of divinity.” 

WORKSHOPS 

 
The "Latina for Life" Group Photograph: Charmaine Robledo 

Latinas por la vida (Latina for Life): One young delegate said at the close of the 

conference “This was the most educational and inspirational experience of my life.” It had 

been a workshop to deal with myths, misconceptions and sexuality. There was time to plan 

how to counter HIV among Latina women where HIV infection rates are rising. 
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 Native American Young People and Human Sexuality: “How do we talk about HIV 

as people of faith? How do we create a community of wellness?" asked Rev. Chebon Kernell, 

Executive Secretary of Native and Indigenous Ministries, Justice and Discipleship for the 

General Board of Global Ministries. His workshop aimed to "create a space for 

conversation" about the taboo subjects of HIV and sexuality. There were personal 

resolutions from the delegates:...When I go back I’d like to debunk stigma!...I think we 

should preach care over judgment...There is still hope in this issue: we can be the hope, have 

hope and give hope…I think we should start with our community and AIDS 

awareness…When I go back, I’ll be using the word PREVENTABLE! 

 
Train the Trainer small group work Photograph: Charmaine Robledo 

Training the Trainer: Workshop leaders, Susan Burton, Director of Women and 

Children's Advocacy for the General Board of Church and Society, and Rev. Anne Gatobu, of 

Asbury Theological Seminary, spoke about engaging people through mobilization and 

education in addition to simply fundraising strategies. 

Working Towards an AIDS-Free World: Rev. Don Messer led his group to consider 

the science behind HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention. 

AWARDS 
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AID Ambassador Award Winners: Dr. Cheryl Anderson (L), Rev. Ernie Turney (C), Ms. 

Patricia Magyar (R) 

UMGAF began to give Global AIDS Ambassador awards in 2008 at the Lighten the Burden 

Conference in Ft. Worth, TX.  It's aim is to honor people who give their time, commitment 

and passion to the cause in the U.S. and around the world. This year’s recipients were Dr. 

Cheryl Anderson, Rev. Ernest Turney and Ms. Patricia Magyar. 

Dr. Cheryl Anderson is a professor of the Old Testament at Garrett-Evangelical 

Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois, and an ordained elder in The United Methodist 

Church. In addition to her academic accomplishments, she has studied the Church’s 

response to the AIDS pandemic within the African American community and in South 

Africa, the country with the most people living with AIDS. Professor Anderson is committed 

to helping these communities face the AIDS pandemic: “As an African American and a 

woman, I feel that I am not privileged. But as an ordained minister and seminary professor, 

I am. To the extent that I have privileges – then my responsibility is to be this voice of the 

non-privileged. My work on AIDS can help those who face prejudices, exclusions and 

limitations.” 

Rev. Ernie Turney is the Senior Pastor of Bering UMC, a reconciling congregation with a 

strong, loving and  effective outreach to the local community, overcoming stigma, offering a 

spiritual home, and providing much needed services. Many churches are struggling with 

HIV/AIDS in their congregations and “representatives from Bering Memorial UMC are a 

great resource for them,” said Pastor Turney. 
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Patricia Magyar’s passion for those who struggle for wholeness is evident when engaging 

her in conversation about her work. She has a desire to walk with those living on the 

margins of life and encourages others to do the same. Patricia is the Executive Secretary of 

Domestic Health with the General Board of Global Ministries. She oversees projects and 

initiatives in the United States and, at times, internationally. She has served UMGAF for 

eight years as a staff representative and during that time she has worked on the Executive 

and Development Committees. She asks the hard questions, has been responsible for 

writing, editing and submitting our resolutions to the 2008 and 2012 General Conferences, 

and has served on four planning teams for UMGAF Lighten the Burden conferences. 

COUNTDOWN TO ZERO! 

UMGAF has chosen to support projects that focus on the Prevention of Mother to Child 

Transmission of HIV. "Countdown to Zero" is UNAIDS' global plan towards eliminating 

new infections among children and keeping their mothers alive, 2011 to 2015. 

Written by Kathy Griffith with thanks to Charmaine Robledo, Rocky Mountain Conference 

Communicator, for her articles on and her photographs showing the conference. 
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