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AIDS Is Not Over

MESSAGE FROM
GLOBAL AIDS COMMITTEE
CHAIR
Greetings in the name of
Jesus! Welcome to the latest
issue of the UMGAC newsletter! We commend to
you the articles of reflections from people living with
HIV and resources for World AIDS Day which is
typically commemorated December 1st but can be
held anytime. The United Methodist Social Principle
on HIV and AIDS states “All individuals living with
HIV and AIDS should be treated with dignity and
respect.” As we move forward in our local churches
and communities, let us pledge to eradicate stigma
and discrimination against those living with HIV or
AIDS. It’s our mandate. It brings greater levels of
justice to the world. Thanks for all you do! Be
encouraged!

Bishop Julius Trimble
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UMC CONNECTIONAL TABLE
REDUCES UMGAC’S
FUNDING FOR
QUADRENNIUM
Since 2005 UMGAC has received operating and
programmatic funds from the UMC Connectional Table
(CT), the coordinating body of UMC general
agencies. UMGAC submitted a funding request for this
quadrennium and was only partially funded by the
CT. UMGAC was allocated only $29,000 of its request for
$58,000.
Amy Valdez Barker, former Chief Connectional Ministries
officer of the CT, stated in a recent transmittal letter about
the CT’s decision regarding UMGAC, that the CT
executive committee encourages the leadership of
UMGAC to ask the agencies for staff support and that this
is the CT’s final grant to UMGAC.

“We are gravely disappointed by this decision,” says
Bishop Julius Trimble, UMGAC Chair. “We are seeking
additional funding to support this critical work of the
church recognizing the fiscal limitations of the general
agencies and ask for your prayers. AIDS continues to
take a serious toll on humanity."

Read More

New World AIDS
Day Resources
Available
World AIDS Day (WAD)
is held on the 1st
December each year and is an opportunity for
people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV,
show their support for people living with HIV and to
commemorate people who have died. World AIDS
Day was the first ever global health day, held for the
first time in 1988.
2017 worship resources for World AIDS Day can be
found on the UMGAC webpage along with other
WAD resources featured in past years. WAD is
typically commemorated December 1st, but any date
during the year .
Read More

CELEBRATING LIFE AND
GOD’S GRACE…THE JOURNEY
OF ONE WOMAN LIVING WITH
HIV
She was infected with HIV in 1987,
diagnosed in 1988. She was
devastated believing she’d never
live to see another day. It was rare for women to
contract HIV. Today, Sharon Thomas, 67 years old
living in the Cleveland, OH area, happily reports she’s
been living with HIV for 30 years and is celebrating
this amazing milestone! Thanks be to God!.

Sharon Thomas , 2017

Read More

West Ohio Sponsors AIDS
Healing Weekend

The West Ohio Annual
Conference sponsors an annual
weekend for people living with
HIV or AIDS and their loved
ones at Camp Widewater in
Northwest Ohio. Approximately
80 persons attended the 2017
event in August receiving up-todate educational information on
HIV and tools for self-care, in addition to having a time
of dialogue with Kate Shumate with the Ohio
Department of Health. Each attendee participates in a
small healing group that meets 4 times during the
weekend. These are sacred gatherings where joys and
concerns are shared in confidence and where deep,
relational bonds are forged. Thanks, West Ohio, for
offering this experience!
Read More
List of Camps/Retreats

“My healing weekend was very inspiring and uplifting.
I came with someone I met the first time I attended.
The all-out pleasure was that new people came [to the
event], and we all became family. I will make it my
business to spread the word so someone else can be
uplifted mentally and spiritually and learn how one
disease doesn’t stop anything when you want to live!”

ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITY
PLEASE ACT NOW! CONTACT SENATORS ASKING TO
VOTE “NO” ON GRAHAM-CASSIDY HEALTH CARE BILL

ISSUE: Senate Republicans are trying to pass another
version of health care, the Graham-Cassidy bill, by the
September 30 deadline given to them by the Senate
parliamentarian.
Like previously attempts, Graham-Cassidy would,
among other things:
End protections for people with pre-existing
conditions (like HIV, cancer, asthma, diabetes, etc.)
Allow insurers not to cover essential health benefits,
including prescription drugs, labs, hospitalization,
contraception, preventive services and much more
Decimate Medicaid by providing “block grants” to
states, limiting federal government contributions and
shifting the cost burden onto states, as well as
allowing states to set their own rules and eligibility
requirements
Block millions of people from going to Planned
Parenthood for preventive care, including birth
control, cancer screenings, and STD testing and
treatment
Take health care coverage away from tens of millions
of people. Since they are ramming the bill through
without waiting for an analysis from the Congressional
Budget Office (CBO), we do not yet know exactly how
many.
Read More

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...

the British Medical Journal (BMJ) just released
new guidelines for treating pregnant women with
HIV?
AIDS 101 Information is available through the National Institutes for Health in the United States?
Check it out!
researchers at the University of Montreal Hospital
Research Centre have discovered ways to slow
down the HIV virus – in the gut! Good news!
the UMC Global AIDS Committee is planning an
exciting national conference, “Breaking Barriers”
on October 25-27, 2018 in Indianapolis? Plan to
join us and bring your friends! Additional information forthcoming.

Closing Prayer:
Prayer cannot bring water to parched land,
nor mend a broken bridge, nor rebuild a
ruined city, but prayer can water an arid soul,
mend a broken heart and rebuild a weakened
will. In this spirit, let us pray:
For health and healing, for labor and rest, for
the ever-renewed beauty of earth and sky,
for thoughts of truth and justice which stir us
from our ease and move us to acts of
goodness, and for the contemplation of life
which fills us with hope that what is good
and lovely cannot perish. Amen. (Source: The
New Union Prayer Book of Reform Judaism)
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